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Cabins — Triquet Island and Burnett Bay

This chapter describes my most controversial a#/ion the BC north coast. | built three littldowes, all of
them illegally on Crown Land. So I'll begin withjastification and a caveat.

It was a vastly different and wilder coast in tlaelg and mid-eighties then it was today. There weasy other
cabins that | found and was inspired by. Such sgrsatiourished much closer to civilization, pautexly on
Vancouver Island between Florencia Bay and Flasksd before it became Pacific Rim National Pardk alh
were removed. Likewise, | found many tiny hutshe tush southern Queen Charlottes, many built bpea
and kayak paddlers (see my Queen Charllotes chaptexse were also removed when Haida Gwaii Naltiona
Park was established.

But on the mainland coast north of Vancouver Is|ddidund almost nothing — one or two old cabing] a
hardly any traces of previous campers. There wexeplaces where you could fit in a tent above figa tide
line without chopping out a space in the brusketmed too rugged, inaccessible, or inhospitaldétact
anyone. Assembling derelict materials from the heato a little shelter hidden in the forest juatrdt seem to
matter. It seemed unlikely that anyone would finen.

The Burnett Bay cabin was discovered, in a verggiteg way. Passers-by, mostly kayakers, foundayesl in
it, left entries in its impromptu journal, and tadch other about it. Not one of these notes sdaide for
building it, or expressed regret about the cabindat Burnett Bay. In fact, the consensus wasitratded to
the quality of their experience there. So | canddfje up much guilt for having built it, or for m&ining and
improving it for everyone to use.

But the time for that has passed. There are tog/rohus, mainly us kayakers, using the remote B&tdor
individuals such as myself to leave such largegoots behind.

Please don’t use this chapter as an invitation fdouilding squatter cabins. It is no longer appropriae
today. My cabins are quickly being reclaimed by the vaas rain forest climate, and, for two out of thode
them, that's for the best. I'm writing this notas inspiration, but just because | know that magypte have
appreciated my little hovels, enjoyed their shelsd were curious about how they were built. That’
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| have least to say about building the first
cabin, except that it was a tribute to my
inexperience. Since Pam and | came there
in my little sailboat “Murrelet”, | should
have been able to supply myself with all the
tools and materials | would need, but |
didn’t know what that would be.

| did bring a big toolbox full of tools and
instruments that | never used and which
spent the summer gathering a nice coating
of rust. And there were two items that |
failed to bring and was set back
substantially by their lack.

The first oversight was a big saw capable of gettimough logs two or more feet in diameter. Indtéa
brought a 36-inch bow saw which served up to aldepabout ten inches before bottoming out onrasnk. (I
also failed to bring a spare blade, so when it &roke made a special eighty-mile round trip to @dealls to
buy one. The town was still thriving then and igpdrtment store had 30-inch blades, which | exteholdit
with a piece from a shelf bracket.)

The bow saw was useless for the job that was nemdstl— cutting bolts from cedar beach logs to nsliakes
for the siding and roof. Ironically, I left the fect tool at home — a four-foot, one-man crosssemt, probably
made before WWI and bought in a Vermont junk stor£965. It looked like a huge carpenter’s saw \vaith
extra handle on top that could be moved from onkterthe other. | didn’t know what a treasure Atthand
had hardly used it. Later it became my most przaguin-building and firewood-cutting tool.

The second missing item was nalils. | brought dupiissortment. On our first shopping trip nortiBeella Bella
| bought a pound of shake nails at the BC Paclgaséral store in Old Bella Bella (across the chbftom
Waglisla on Denny Island, but gone now). Otherwiserounged. | took the single-seat Folbot talal
neighboring beaches to look not just for lumbet,fbunails that | could extract. That wasn’'t ngaghough, so
| made a special all-day trip in the Folbot to &aet side of Spider Island. The remains of a W\Wést watch
station were located on the west side of the islAnglank road, in ruins, lead across the islanth&oruins of a
warehouse and dock. | spent the day climbing thidargsh to extract nails that had been rustin@foyears
from rotten wood. Most of them turned out to hawe little metal left to straighten without breakjmguch less
drive.

To make up for the lack of nails, | resorted toarguegs, or “trunnels” (a wooden ship-building tetemived
from “tree nails”). Fortunately | had in my big tazhest a full brace and bit set, with augers uprte inch.
These pegs proved very stout for joining the walhfing and rafters, and outlasted most other péitse
structure.

To do the roof, since | lacked a saw capable dfrayitedar bolts, | scrounged previously-cut cedtamks on
neighboring beaches, but they were rare, and caoesdy the roof took all summer to cover. I'd brotign
antigue froe, also bought in a Vermont junk stbed-forged and probably a hundred years old. Sirveas
designed for eastern oak shakes, it was too shonake shakes as wide as some of the cedar piémasd
would have allowed, but it worked well enough.dativered what a joy splitting a good piece of cedarbe
and how many square feet of shakes can be denwedd small piece of wood. My technique for serishake
production would not develop until eight years latethe Burnett Bay cabin.



Building Triquet, 1977. Upper left: cedar peg irapé
2 of nalls.

My original intent was to build a log cabin usingrk-
free drift logs off the beach, of which there wptenty
right out in front. The cabin size would be 9 bieét,
meaning that the logs were cut to 11 %2 and 8 ¥z Feet
cut several about eight inches in diameter and
discovered how heavy salt-soaked logs can be. Even
B these cut lengths took all the energy Pam and Iticou
- ¥ muster to get them into the woods and into place. S
4., after about four courses of logs, | decided thdhkve
“I to finish it as a framed structure, with walls coack

" with shakes or whatever. A salt-box design seemed
M good since the back rafters could rest on theiegist

® log wall and the front rafters would be supportgd b
the front wall, which would contain windows.

For the framing, | did cut living trees, about small
hemlocks which Pam skinned with the drawknife.tl pu
g them all together with the cedar pegs. But to cover
walls I'd need to come up with lumber.

To find siding lumber, | took the Folbot to beacloesall the surrounding islands. Many of these yomk
gravel coves faced directly into the swells comim§rom Hecate Strait, but on many days the swedse low
and | could get in and out with only minor surg&shore, I'd collect the shorter pieces (such as-foot
2x4’s) and put them inside the boat leaving justugin room for myself. For the longer pieces | mimie
loops of line that hung out across the deck on butes, and slid the longer lumber into them sotthey were
supported just above or at the waterline. Carrpednaps 300 pounds of lumber and barely able tdlpaxber
my deck load, | made slow progress home throughdiiag swells without frightening myself too bgdl
(except now when | look back at it). At one beanl=alna Island | found most of a full sheet of hatth
plywood that would be suitable for the door. It was big to support on the deck, so | paddled beith most
of it trailing in the water, and felt fortunate sarvive that.

Since shakes were in such short supply, | covéreddof with a single layer, overlapping each oneus an
inch with its neighbor on either side. The resudisvair gaps between the courses of shakes, whidha tha
cabin drafty and doubtlessly contributed to itsrehte. Later, | made all of my roof surfaces dteithickness.

Amazingly, we were able to put up a structure waldonove into in only four days of work. The roafters
were covered with a tarp and the end and frontswadire still open, but it was better than the tand | was
soon able to install the wood stove with the pipiéireg the top of the end wall. Though the cabinwedmn’t hold
heat yet, it was good for cooking and the radiamas helpful for drying things out. This stove wag finst
attempt at making one myself — just a sheet metaMith a removable door and with a draft holetin i

It took a month to finish the cabin, covering tbefras | found the bolts for shakes, and buildirtmuak, table
and shelves inside. The floor remained uncovened nat bad as the conifer-needle duff dried outds fairly
light and airy inside, with windows at the back emdl in front, and a large skylight over the tabl&ont
center. All of these were covered with clear pasind | made a storm cover for the skylight ous@bp
plywood.



| next returned to Triquet Island in 1984. The aadiadn’t deteriorated in the intervening seven yeaut the
surroundings were changed drastically. Commeraabtgck divers had set up their base camp there.
Apparently they decided that they needed more,lgjhte they cut down several of the big cedarsyThilt a
large plywood-decked structure covered with taipa &itchen and living area just up the hill behimel cabin.
The cabin itself was too small for the four of theso they were using it for storage. | looked acbbriefly and
left.

%@ The cabin as it looked about 1986, after a kayak
A outfitter had converted the area to a base camp.
=48 Note the growth of ground cover compared to

@ 77, which was probably due to the trees
F removed by the geoduck divers.

" Four return trips over the next 17 years were
LS9 more encouraging. After Hakai Recreation Area
B \as established, a kayak oultfitter took over the
W area as a base camp, and even put a picture of
the cabin on his brochure! It was no longer
i habitable — smelling of mold and dampness, but
still picturesque. The lower logs were rotting and
the headroom was becoming lower. The outfitter
had adapted the divers’ kitchen platform to his
own use and put in five tent pads around the
area. Paths connected them all together and the
ground cover grew in very nicely as shown. As
of 2001, the Recreation Area wardens had left
the cabin alone, but as it continues to deteriorate
| would expect it to be removed.

Burnett Bay

This three-mile-long open bight faces west to Queen
Charlotte Sound two miles south of Cape Caution.
The entire length is a single beach all of which is
exposed to surf from the ocean swells. A hook on
the south end leading out to Bremner Point provides
some reduction in the surf size due to refraction.
Near here is the mouth of a creek. At high tideghe

is enough water for a shallow-draft boat to enifer (
the surf is low) and go up stream for about a half
mile.

At the north end of the bight there is a rocky ated separates the long beach from another snuadketo the
north. Just offshore are two islets that provideeggood surf protection at low and mid tides, tijoat higher
tides the swells sweep around both sides and mesiaiotic surf behind the islets.



The beach in front of the cabin, showing the sep:tion betweente tWOisIts. rom a picturéAogrey
Sutherland, showing her inflatable kayak at thetdrot

My first visit to Burnett Bay was in 1983. I'd hekirom a local boater that there was a cabin ugtéek here,
so | landed in the light surf in the hook and weenfind it. It had been maintained by Haddingtohrdovho
subsists on the coast using (at that time) a 8trd>dory that he was able to bring to the cabmgtt tides.
Many years later | met him at Lesqueti Island aeddid me an amazing story about Burnett Bay. Mdraut
him in another chapter. I left a note for him anghivon. | passed by the two islets at the northadrtde beach,
since | was short of time and wanted to get asdath as Wilke Point before heading back southhtelt8r Bay
the next day.

The next year | passed the beach again, this tmmayway north to Prince Rupert. This time | didagihore
behind the two islets and saw that with some bolséring there could be fair campsites in the thaskest,
though there were no signs of any previous usetiBsitime my sights were set on making distancd,rsove
on.

Visiting Haddington John’s cabin and seeing the adiare of the long beach and its unlimited supgfly
building materials got me thinking about hidingabin at the north end of the beach. Now that |$@de
experience with hard-shell kayaks, and my own ¢inéer”, the Shearwater, | knew that | could bring i
everything | needed to stay a few weeks and buikel 8ut carrying all the extra tools and materasg with
food and gear for camping meant that it would haviee within a few day’s travel of the road’s eadd that
trying to transport it all on the ferry to Bella [Bewould be far too troublesome (particularly iighit of how
kayaks and equipment had to be unloaded from tle@af the North in those days before the ternwae
built, as described in the Central BC chapter)qdet Island was simply too far away to get to veitty
regularity. | knew | could make Burnett Bay in tivavelling days in reasonable weather from Porudigar

Since everything was going to have to fit in the&twater, | had to reduce and refine my tool antkrz list
considerably. Having learned a lot at Triquet Idlahwasn’t very hard. Here’s what | brought.

» The four-foot crosscut saw. Vital for cutting cettait and firewood for the stove. Actually not vénylky in the kayak rear
hatch laying in the bottom of the boat. | removeel top handle and used a section of fire hosedtegtrthe teeth (later |
replaced that with a sheath of ¥4 inch plywood thah’t take much more room).

e Collapsible bow saw. Became my general carpentmyfeacutting dimension lumber, etc. This was mé&den a 36 inch
blade and spruce frame tensioned with a twisted.rGpmes apart to fit in a long skinny bag.

* Folding pruning saw. For general cutting, brusHpag cuts in plywood, trimming shakes, etc.

» Hatchet. Sharpened really well with the diamonchetdhis was my most important tool for finishirakes, getting a
straight edge on lumber, as well as splitting fioed.

* Nail puller and pry bar. For salvaging lumber.

» Axe. For heavier splitting and driving wedges.

* Three plastic falling wedges. Proved vital for exting cedar bolts from big logs, for preventing/gauts from binding, and
making long cedar splits to make lumber.



e Froe. For making cedar shakes. 16-inch long bladedle made on site.

e Brace and bit. Inch and half-inch auger bits. Tigedne used for cedar peg holes. The smaller wasdfontersinking nail
holes into logs so that 16-penny nails could be& usdasten poles, etc. On the first trip | broutitet brace, but later |
replaced it with a small clamp that fastened onstiigare auger shaft to make a T-handle to turmitieh smaller though
less efficient.

» Claw hammer.

» Spokeshave. Takes the place of a plane for smapthin

» Drawknife. For skinning green poles or rough shgpkRarely used.

e Hand drill. For small holes in wood or metal — hgalo substitute. Assortment of bits.

* Small hacksaw.

e Tin snips. For trimming stovepipe flashing.

e Tape measure and carpenters pencils.

* Needle nose pliers. Miscellaneous uses, very h&rdpcreasing the set on saw teeth if binding.

« Nail countersink. A large docking spike, with thedecut off square. With the % auger, used to diekiteads of 16 penny
nails several inches into poles or thick lumber.

» Leather Work gloves.

» Files. Flat mill and triangular for saw sharpening.

» Several small c-clamps.

Materials:

* Two pounds of 16-penny nails. | used “sinkers”, ethwas a mistake, because when | recovered thd foohd that most
had nearly rusted through. Should have used h@edigalvanized nails.

* One pound of 8-penny sinkers. Should have beeragaied.

A pound each of 1 ¥ and 1 % galvanized shake onhds. For attaching shakes. Both lengths werg@yan

e Aroll of aluminum flashing. For stove collar inethoof, and heat protection around the stove, afigut to be installed
closer to the walls, etc.

» Four inch stovepipe (for later stoves replaced witke inch which works well enough). Three 2-flamigths, nested inside
each other and rolled tightly and secured with dajoe.

* Wood stove. The first was made from a 20 mm ammg @at down and finished with galvanized sheet in&tais one fitted
into the Shearwater ahead of my feet, barely. LUateade them from flat sections, assembled wittesheetal screws, put
together and fired for the first time on site &kén apart after firing, it won't fit together agalue to warping, etc.).
Galvanized stoves and pipe must be burned off hiside the first time to avoid noxious gasses ftbengalvanizing.

In late May, 1985, | drove to Port Hardy. | arradge leave my car at Wildwood Campsites becauseildc
also launch there. | slept in the back of the picknd was up at 4:30 and on the water before séweas a
windless, clear morning and | made good time owaidy Bay, stopping for a break behind Duvall Paind
then out into Goletas Channel by nine. The segedtiat and | kept going through the island groaposs
Queen Charlotte Strait, arriving on the mainlan8lalter Bay at 1:30.

Now for the second half of the distance going ugdbast. The northwest headwind began to come Uup as
passed Allison Harbour, and got stronger aftepkta break at Skull Cove. Rounding the Fox |s|aaus
crossing Slingsby Channel was slow and wet. | fynadrived at the north end of Burnett Bay at 8 after
thirteen hours of almost continuous paddling andnd2s. Needless to say pretty beat, but thrileeti¢ here.
Still lots of work to do, since the tide was outlahere was a quarter-mile carry to get everythiffighe beach.

| established my camp just inside the trees. Nmdispot, but difficult to find an even surfacetloe tent, and
no sign that anyone had used it before. Today twer¢hree ample flat tent pads there which getlaegise.



Just inland from there thick salal extended batk in
the spruce and cedar forest. | climbed into itdfloout
fifty feet and found an area that when cleared @oul
« serve nicely for the cabin without needing to remov
any trees. It was far enough to be hidden (exaapt f
- the roof ridge) but close enough to the beach dsye
access. | cleared the salal out of the site antixaut
- trails, one to my campsite and one to the beach.

The next morning | went off down the beach to azlle
materials. That took most of the morning, moving up
'and down the pile of logs, spotting dimensioned
lumber and throwing it out to the beach to be cbdd
on the way back. Before | knew it | found | wasfhal
way down the bay, up to a mile and a half of saret o
¥ which to haul my finds. Fortunately my boat canmnea
to the rescue, and | was able to stack and tieeveral
hundred points. Its little seven-inch tires coulgort
the weight on the damp sand near the tide linetHayt
sank in when | stopped, so | just kept moving. Afte
several such trips | had a good start ready bgitee

| carried in four big rocks (not plentiful in théandy area) to support each corner. The floongméd be 8 by
8 feet. Two 2 x 8 were laid on two opposite sicgagl then | built two 8 by 4 foot rectangles of $anmaterial
to form the end walls. With another plank acrogsdiies to connect up the tops of the end wallpéerdy of
temporary diagonal bracing, the stout but flimsyaiure was ready for rafters. These were somespifehe
beach connected and pegged together with a stame lar short distance below the peak. | made otieesé for
each end of the cabin and then two central onesfdighter “2x4” that | split out of a big piecd oedar. After
three days, this even more flimsy structure wadydar being covered with shakes, which | was cognon to
stiffen it up, and it did.

Now for the shakes. This was the best part of thelevprocess. The first challenge was to find adguexdar
log. All of the driftwood looked a similar gray the extent that | couldn’t be sure, so | took th&chet and
took a chip out which quickly identified them. Oreceedar log was spotted, | had to look for a saatiithout
branches and straight grain. Many of the cedar hagisspiral grain, which a visiting forester lai@d me
reduced the big cedars behind the cabin to netgigidlue (happily making their removal as logs ldssy).
The lie of the grain was not easy to see and skbeltathat | cut ended up being unable due tottarshidden
branches. The best were in really huge logs, phebtause these had the best oils that prevenh#kes from
rotting, and also tended to have nice tight grdimfortunately, they were the biggest challengeatw and split
out (since | couldn’t cut all the way through thésdhemoths). Most of the time, the best sectionldvbea in
the middle of the log, so | had to make a saw tbbé ends.

Sawing one of these big bolts could take all ddye $aw might not even extend out the far side’dsbave to
shift from one side to the other. Fortunately my $aw had plenty of set in the teeth so it diderick to bind in
these big cuts. At last I'd be ready to split otatvI’d cut. I'd drive one of my plastic wedges lwihe axe in
near one of the cuts as far as | could (trustiag d be able to get it back eventually). Thentheo one next
to it, which might or might not free up the firste | continued with all three, and then sharpemedden
wedges to hold the split open while hopefully eatirsg at least two of the wedges. This continuedaii
sides of the cuts, with no assurance that I'd lgetthole thing out or my full complement of wedgesk



(which would have cast the entire project in douBt)t perhaps a half dozen wooden wedges laterg theuld
be much snapping and popping, and the whole thmgdwome loose.

Other logs were smaller and easier to cut, thohgi tften had to be raised up out of the sand leitérs and
washed off before cutting could start. But the €salkom these smaller logs were always inferior.

Most of the work was now done and the fun reallytst But first the tools have to be readied. Tbhe heeds a
handle — about two feet long and stout enoughdistrevisting and hammering on its upper end. tttgenmed
with the hatchet until it can be pounded into ttee®s socket, pointing up away from the sharp enfgbe
blade. A cudgel is needed to pound the froe ingdatbit to start each shake, and it has to be demsagh to
stand up to pounding on the narrow froe and haveigmheft to drive the froe. | usually found a ckh
branch four to five inches thick and a foot lorrgnimed to fit my hand at one end.

@% The bolt is set up on one end. First it needs tsgtie
- so that a shake can be started running acrossdhe g
(as in “edge-sawn” in lumber-making terms). |
generally aimed for quarter-inch thick shakes. fbe
blade is positioned on top of the bolt and gently
¥ = pounded to set it into the wood a little whereaeds

to be. Then I'd pound more vigorously to drive tai
238 width of the blade down into the wood. Since thelel
is 16 inches long, | would try to leave a few inghe

Next comes twisting the froe with the handle toropad deepen the split. I'd brace my knee aganesbolt
and pull the handle toward me. This is the poirddd something that helps immensely. | called‘iobower”

— just a rough dowel of wood about six inches land about an inch in diameter. With the gap hekhdpy
twisting the froe, the follower is dropped into @it above the froe. This holds the gap operhabthe froe
can be straightened and then worked a little dei@p@the split by pressing down alternately onthedle and
end of the blade (good gloves prevent a blistethahhand). Then twist the froe again, wideningghp. The
follower drops down, and the cycle can be repeaeaithing about an inch or more each time. Abouirstkes
from the bottom (if the grain is good), the newlshpops off with a very satisfying “poink”.

The surface of the new shake with be smooth atofhvef the split and gradually become increasingigven
or wavy due to irregularities in the grain. Thisvbat distinguishes a really good bolt from a pooe. Unless
the grain is really good, it may have sections Weater beyond the quarter-inch thickness, visibline bottom
of the shake as a groove on one side and a rid¢feeonther. Since the ridge side needs to get techfiat so
that the shake lies tightly against its neighbiomay result in a gap toward the bottom, or a ptae¢is very
thin and likely to crack and leak. If that happehg, shake gets broken apart at that point, anthbgieces
will still be put to good use.

| recently learned of a technique that | nevertgdty but might help: turning the bolt over endetind between
each split. This gives each end one smooth suda@ach end and may reduce losses due to graioutun-
(This procedure definitely introduces more effsimce bolts might weigh 50 pounds.)

With a good bolt, trimming is not much work, but Bfomediocre one (and | had many), it was a mdjore |
sharpened the hatchet carefully with the diamoadestThen a series of shallow chops into the grauld be



made to limit how much would split off when | maithe final cleaning cut close to the grain. If tesult
seemed too thin at the end, I'd go ahead and bregart. | left the edges alone until the shake twebe
applied so that | could give it a final trim to itis neighbor.

The majority of the shakes went on the roof, wwichuld be two layers thick throughout, with the jsin
overlapping as much as possible. (At Triquet Islbspread them out leaving a gap between coursehwias
much inferior but took fewer shakes.) Each suceessburse would overlap the one below by abouingiikes,
so that a 24-inch shake would cover an additiored af 18 inches. The walls were a single layeth Wie
joints (trimmed to fit as tight as possible) covkrath a thin shake batten nailed on last withtéelmoss
stuffed inside to cut the drafts.

To set up the roof | collected all the one-by disien boards | could find — not many since they tlentvive
getting ground up in the logs in the surf as wsltlee thicker stuff. | only needed three-foot pgeteespan the
rafters. These were nailed on at 18 inch interilBccommodate the overlap in the 24-inch shakesn T
started at the lowest row, nailing on each shater aimming its edge to match the neighbor if regedlhen
came the second layer, staggering the overlapsthertayer below.

On this second layer | made a mistake that | lehai®ut too late to fix. | places these upper shakdtly
together as with the lower layer. | found out lateat | should have left a half-inch gap. This wballow the
rain to flush out the inevitable needles, etch #watumulate in the narrowest gap, turn to humus naake a
medium for moss and other plants to grow. (Audreth&rland made it a point to clean out these nagaps
and remove moss on her visits, which helped aBuit)as it was, it was ready for replacement is kbsin
twenty years.

Shakes at peak, from my 85 journal

Once up to the top courses at the peak on botk,dide

put on the westward side first, extending the toph

; . above the level of those on the east side, thamgut

e N e, Wi e the east ones tightly under the west ones. Thdn wit

-N.dg - o, one more course of narrow shakes laid sideways®n t

— g e e east side, it made a peak that never leaked akedoo

_ _ - g much better than the aluminum flashing | used at

x : i’ Triquet Island.

The walls were easy. | put up 2x4 nailers 24 inches
o~ _ apart, being careful that the lower edges of theeup
= : course didn’t extend below the nailer so that lidou
. 3 tack the upper end of the battens below upwardtivg
nailer later.

Finally I cut pieces of shake to fit all the remaggaps under the eaves and at the bottom of #tleathe
ground.

The windows were mylar (clear and more durable filastic sheeting), nailed up with thin shake batteith
the plastic wrapped around them.



The four-inch stovepipe went straight up throughribof through a hole cut to allow about two inchés
clearance, and covered with a piece of aluminushitay pushed up under the higher course of shalcewih
a four-inch hole to take the pipe.

The stove sat in a box of 2-by lumber about 18@sdhigh and filled with sand lugged in from thedieal hen
I lined its upper edges with flashing and alsolibek wall so that the stove could be placed failbge to it.

% The door was so heavy that a bear would have a much
easier time coming through the walls. It was bwith 2-by

" boards and frame. | had to make the hinges. These w

= two by fours nailed to the door and to the waltlsat those
@ on the door rested on the ones on the wall. Thgehjrins

4 were cedar one-inch dowels. The latch was alsdotyvo

fours with a cedar dowel that slid through a haléhie door

edge into the frame. Another dowel served as thelkain

a slot in the door so that it could be worked fribra

outside. The illustrations describe it better.

For furniture, | built a 24-inch wide bunk with lagringers and surfaced with 2-by lumber. Later nvhimda
came to visit | added an upper bunk. It was locatege under the eaves, so there was only abmdtaf
headroom when lying down. To keep from rolling otithe bunk, | added a rail pegged into the outigiee
which could be swung out for access/egress.

A small table attached to the wall and a stool nfadseating for two with one person sitting on bunk. A
cooking counter next to the door, with a shelf undath with doors and wooden hinges for supposediyse-
proof storage. For other amenities, there was #ésidrishower platform behind the rear wall withoéder for
the hot water bag, soap, and pegs for clothes.

There was still no floor in the cabin. | just ditthave the time or energy the first summer to &ind drag back
enough lumber to do it. The next summer, Audreh&tand did it by herself, dragging the lumber home
without benefit of a cart (I used to have a wondleshmera-timer self-portrait she'd sent me ofdwening
down the beach dragging a huge load of lumber.ySddkt it.). Lacking the tools | had, she put dosome
stringers and laid the boards un-nailed, where bae been ever since, as solid as ever.

I'd built the cabin for myself and occasionally Ha, hardly considering that anyone else might &ind use it,
though | hoped so. The beach seemed so unvisitetharcabin so inconspicuous that discovery seems
unlikely. Still, I left an anonymous note pinnedti@ wall behind the stove, indicating in short tiee cabin
was built for everyone to use (illustration). Itinded a few instructions for taking care of thagal, and in ‘86
Audrey Sutherland added others in a cryptic hartieabottom.

In the next chapter, I'll tell you about how theébgawas discovered and later modified, and abouthirg
cabin enterprise, in Queen Charlotte Strait.



