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The Burnett Bay Cabin Journals

In 1985 |1 built this little cabin
hidden in the salal at the north
end of Burnett Bay. Doug
Simpson of Feathercraft Kayaks
was the first to discover it, and
others followed, most led to it by
tips from other paddlers. Within a
few years, a ziplock full of scraps
of notes had become several
notebooks filled with the entries
of kayakers and canoeists, as well
as pilots who land wheeled planes
on the beach.

What follows is some high-
grading from the journal entries
from digital photos from its
pages. It isn't a complete record.
Some of the older ones have been
lost, and transcribing all of them
is too much. I've omitted shorter
entries in which people basically
just recorded being there. Some |
was unable to read completely
from my photos of the pages, so
the (?)’s indicate what | couldn’t
decipher. Each paragraph
represents a separate entry, and
I've kept them more or less
chronological. With some
arbitrary exceptions I've included
only first names. Thanks to those
who have photographed and send
me journal entries since my last
Visit.

1985

Aug 20 We arrived here by kayak after an overniggit at Egg Isl. Traveling down to Port Hardy frdaella
Bella, via Goose, Calvert.

Enjoyed the view of your wonderful cabin from cemtt

How do you feel about others using it?

Do you know the history of other cabins here?



We'd like to know if you are a kayaker too if yealflike leaving us a note.
We find ourselves wishing you were here to tethesstory of your building, even though the soktadd this
beach and a half was a paradise to enjoy alone.d@®mpson and Susan Charnock, Feathercraft Kayaks.

Dec 8-11 Dear Randy,
Ah hah! We know who you are now. This time I'm WiHi. Beautiful weather. Cold nights, clear brigtays.
This cabin is superb. Thanks, Doug Simpson, FeetattiKayaks

The brushwood, though cut for fuel, is beginningpud. Boncho
1987

June 24 Hi Randy (we assume),

We arrived at your cabin the evening of June 22eavy surf approx. 10:30 pm.

Our landing was hard on one of our kayaks, brealangdder cable. Narrowly missing rocks out frontla
unable to see the beach due to light we pulledbmats ashore.

Still buzzing we searched for a place for the té&vds then that we realized we pulled up in yowekvay.
After saying “hi” to your house and telling it weeafriendly we realized it was alone. So puttingnadrals
aside we decided to give it some company for thigtgs and two days. Being the only “hotel” as vedied
her we stayed at since leaving Vancouver over atmago.

Your stove pipe had collapsed over the winter sdewesed a reasonably safe alternative for a shirall
We stole a little of your wire to fix the rudderbta Hopefully both parties are happy with this.gif

Being a cabinet maker and my brother a carpentévevmarveled at your craftsmanship. The “hotel” is
beautifully simple. The setting spectacular “harytdor unconventional shelter!

This is one of many stops on our route to Alaskahe Queen Charlottes. You've made our stay heite q
comfortable and we thank you! Steve and ScottaNcduver

So | wrote this notice and hung it on a nail abthwestove:

NOTICE. This cabin was built by a kayaker for anyerwho paddles, rows, or swims along
this coast. As builder I have NO proprietary feefja here (guess | enjoy the building as much
as staying) — this place is everybody’s. | havemgen back here for two years. The stovepipe
IS in its last stages of life, so be very carefuldakeep a small fire. Pass the word south for
someone to bring up four lengths of 4” stove pipedaan elbow when they come here! Take
the pipe down (new pipe, that is, don’t disturb shiand cover the hole when departing and it
will last much longer.(Audrey Sutherland later added more instructions finy hand, no longer legible)

1988

June 12-16 Paddled from Port Hardy via Deserter®@r. Having a cabin is wonderful! | brought the dgins
of 4” stovepipe and a cap, but didn’t know abow ¢hbow so it is still a makeshift. I'll take dowe top
section when | leave and cover the hole.

Afire is laid ready to light in case you arriveld@nd wet. There’s a lighter and some tea in thgboard.

| laid a new floor, scrounging 2-by lumber from faereaches of the beach. It isn’'t nailed downe Dl ner
should approve first. For nailing, there is a vedli strip of 1-by at 2’ intervals. There also idager of black
plastic on the ground under the 1-bys to keep loeitiamp. Of nailing in, shove it all toward the démclose
any cracks.

The door was binding and | put a spacer under dipehtinge and waxed it. Now it neither squeaks roddy
and the sliding bolt fits better.

Cleared some brush, planted some ferns, stackdokeiyrand brought in firewood.

The stream to the north is a good little one. Natimrain as glad not to be dependent on catchment.



Leaving Thursday the Teweather permitting, for Bella Bella, solo, in imflatable Semperit kayak.
Great cabin. We need another one twenty miles h&dlgakers could maintain them. Audrey Sutherland,
Haleiwa, HI

1990

May 22 En route from Port Hardy north, going towafdtchikan, going as far as the boat, the body, toed
weather permit. Today 30 knots from the SE. Yemye28 knots from the N. Tomorrow?

Great to read all your notes.

New elbow installed and spare under the bunk.

The strange piece of plywood on the woodpile isaatratep/foot brace. Decided it was more liabititgn
asset. Use that nice 7 ply mahogany if you careed it to the fire.

That dead tree by the back right corner is a wo@guld two strong guys with ropes pull it down arvebr
away from the cabin? | didn’t dare try.

This place is always the high point of the trip.l{Dtwice now but sure looked forward to it and htotdeave.
“Once upon a time there was a tiny magic cabinha forest and...”

Audrey Sutherland Kayak “Diodon” (the balloon fish)

Aug 9 We are rowing (two 15 foot rowboats withisligrigging) from Skagway to Seattle.

Seen some outstanding wildlife, met people thaviveemember forever, and had some great expegsn®lot
that | would want to repeat every day, but the s been much more than | expected.

Tonight we dined on some wonderful sockeye givan tiy a kind Canadian fisherman. Although | haoteg
real attached to our mildewed, bug squashed téi#,sio nice to sleep in this jewel of a cabineliff very good
today.

Thank you unknown kayaker and builder of this cafaika Randy?) Sue and Wayne, Corvallis, OR

Sept 24 Came by to visit an old camping spot ahd loeautiful ‘nother cabin — recognizable — agh off to
the cabin maker! The new (‘i'ag commandment — kayakers: “Thou shalt not travitlout a length of 4”
stovepipe”.

| had put in to John’s creek and left a stash otspace, [?] in there if anyone needs (extremen8 ef beach).
Replaced window, etc. South now to Sointula. SteWarshall

1991

Aug 1-5 Arrived by inflatable 13’ kayak. Same xiate 1984. Now has about 4000 miles under theihull
Alaska, BC, Ireland, Norway, Scotland, and its hataevaii.

Cabin in good shape except for the torn window dkierdoor, Replaced it from supplies under the buink
nailed on covers that can be easily removed wbiérg here.

One third of the forest between cabin and west Ihvéms been denuded. Quite a storm in from the stasid
winter.

Yes the green foam mattress and the iron skillehigeat John’s cabin. Someone said he has givgm &nd
moved to the Prince Rupert area.

And hello to Stewart Marshall, an new user and raémer. Doug, I'll probably see you in Vancouverlakink
this paddler has a few more years to go than thefaithful boat does.

Wally and Heather from Saltspring Island in a 18hoe paddled in from Bella Bella and camped dowstpa
the river.

If you find a suitable piece of plywood you miginer the west window before the winter.

A poor vintage year for dimensional lumber. A hittee SE end of the beach.

Wolf tracks here the length of the beach the firestning but none since. One black tailed deerk#oaf ruddy
(black?) turnstones, two gray whales, eagles, tsfreys, ravens, banana slugs, and is it the winten who
twitters unseen?



Leaving Monday morning heading for Shelter Bay,lfeserters, Port Hardy. Then the ferry to PrincepBut
and paddle to Ketchikan.

Last year with more time | went from Port Hardy paty toward but to Ketchikan, a fine trip of 406#les
then out along the east coast of Dall Island, acplaf williwaws.

This time more exploration of Fillmore Inlet, Nelgaty, and Boca de Quadra. Boat, seas, and windngill
Audrey Sutherland

1992

May 25 Kathy and | ended up staying five days rguwut | finally blew something in my back aftedgleng a
double by myself and hauling 60 Ibs of camera geata 10 Ib tripod through the rainforest and beaokks.
But what a place to let the tendons heal! Kathktaavalk with two deer yesterday, staying withih&CQthem
until the small creek south of here — that hadlb@uncing all day. Weather’s been great, lots of and great
clouds, cheesy sunsets, and a beautiful moon. dsie s perfect. And built by a paddler to boot!

On the way down we met a 30’ boat called “Baidark@he owner (can’t remember his name) is workirg wi
George Dyson to establish a string of campsitegarmhbins from Seattle to Glacier Bay. He has bgetting
organized to approach the US gov. for funding,ddi’t mention the Canadian gov.

The object of the project is to establish campss&a kayakers.

We left a tarp, seam sealer, a spatula, and soraeseal toward the cause... Murray and Kathy

Greetings Cabin Denizens, We surfed our kayaksgiia yresterday under a bright, blazing sun. Oumididim
had already arrived earlier in the day due to usigegobbled in the ebb just past the Fox GroupsTabin is
really funky — yet another reason for us to stayesina day. If only someone were able to leaveldrsorf or
boogie board here. We body surfed near the N cafttee bay and got some awesome rides. Kudos totail
have made it to this area in the past and will darsthe future. You are walking a groovy path!alas

It would be nice to spend more time here but thiéhmard urge is pulling us on! | could easily finadyself
happily stuck here for weeks if | didn’t have tea of a trip to Alaska stuck in my head. The cabtrlling
me to mellow out, but I'm curious to see the résihe coast. Luckily everybody who has been heleemme
feel welcome to return. I'll see you soon! Robson

Burnett Beach had a high recommendation and iefareeded it. We watched osprey catching sole isuhie
grey whales feeding offshore, an adult and a yquerggrine falcon chasing shorebirds and gulls oa kieach,
and followed wolf tracks all the way to the smalker estuary. We also seem to have hit the figgidave of fall
shorebird migration — in the last few days the nenmgof sandpipers has swelled from a few to M ARXnly
westerns, a few least, some semi palmated ploaedsa small flock of (?). We are leaving a halfelozandles
and a small crab trap for the cabin. Good paddlio@ll. Ken and Dana

Aloha teeny tiny cabin in the woods on a beactbytean. Whales & wolves, great blue heron anddbe
are part of your never ending story. Our story Ipegivith the eleven mile walk to a beach on thenaslaf

Kauai, called Ka La Lau. While looking north andsea dream came alive. Neither of us had any canoe
experience but agreed if we purchased one in Junesytbe we would make it to Bow, Washington and a
restaurant named the Oyster Bar for one grand nmEalee weeks from journeys end we paddle around&Cap
Caution, surf into dakine and have soaked up thgiegous days of sunshine and sorely needed restlatyhch
this morning into the mist wishing much maholdte anknown cabin artisan. Cleared the trail for yeho

read this now. Dream with Starlight, Believe, Beepi®e! Aloha nici loa, White Elk and Nearly Normal
Norman from Maui

Aug 7-9 Arrived by kayak around noon and set uppcambeach in front of cabin. We decided to stayf@ua
couple of days because of the continuing soutivarigs and rain. We're on our way from Hakai to Port
Hardy, so southerlies are not appreciated. Whileehere've hiked to the other end of the beach akb
flown our kites, read our books, watched the whalesl generally just relaxed.



We've added a few touches to this cabin: candlesdwloats, an oar and broom from our beach-compargl

a mobile which Jean made. We've also left some waogathered from the beach. We hope it staysairthé

next traveler(s).

It was fun visiting this special cabin and readth@ entries of everyone, a few of whom we knovawe lheard
of.

We're off to an early start in the morning (soutres or not!). No doubt we’ll be back. Thanks temswne who
has helped to keep this cabin a safe haven for ywad wet travelers. Jean and Steve, N. Vancouver

[...] For me its as though I've finally found “homaeifter so many, many years of looking. | will leavgart of
my soul here and will return to the “unreal” worldutching a bit of this place to my heart — a safrtalisman
against the “craziness” out there. Thank you littiebin and all of you, my companions on journelfef The
Pacific Coast book is my humble offering to theispi adventure/exploration/discovery and knowledgere.
Thank Audrey for the tip on this place. Jim, kay@kost’, Eureka, MT

1993.

June 27 Thanks for the info about your cabin. Besamng everyday but not yet today. This would ixegin
bad weather. Camped at the far end (and | mean FARbeach. Tom Steinburn, Lee/Judy Moyer, KenikAng
Green

July 2 Beautiful sunny day then a tad hazy but what.. I've been in this area (Bella Bella on do'ar)3
weeks and it has rained everyday, sometimes 3@®4&lstraight so | can deal with a little haze.

Great hotel here folks. Heard about it from Audgytherland. Thanks for the secret info kiddo. b tellow
who cornered you at Ecomarine with all the charftthas area. You gave me a wealth of informatiat thould
have taken me years to organize — all in 10 m&wute

We are waiting very patiently for your book to coou¢ too. At your slide show you handed out padé$amv
to Stay Warm Dry Healthy and Well Fed (somethikg that). It was really well written and again,daif hints
to make a trip much more worry free. | have adopteshy of your ideas from that booklet and foundritte be
incredibly helpful. | too am a solo kayaker so mavsimple things like colour coded ropes of diffetengths
make setting up a tarp in the pouring rain aftedlay’s paddle much simpler. It was fun to read aad &
maternal sharing/caring kind of air to it too. THasthousands!

Alas | babble — haven't talked to anyone in 3 wesk$ll shut up and leave some space here for somelse.
Hope to be able to leave something useful herlercabin, in return for its comfort and cozineseund a
Scotty pump we kayakers use. I'll leave that. WWédP,couver

4 July Another sunny day — yesterday too. Lastteifiill moon had me jogging naked in the surf atnrght.
Had moonlight bouncing off the waves east boundamldiminescence on the return trip. Very therapeutl
highly recommend it. Heading for Shelter Bay inlg#&M. Hope to be on the water by 6am so nity-fote
now. PS I'm stealing some sand as a souvenir. WMP

9 July Forget that. It's too nice here. Besidegy¢hare gale force winds out there — been hereedihanday
morning. Nice and sunny thought. ...

“Cabin Builder” returns after five years absence&t believe its been so long. | am pleased to tiredplace
in such good shape and to see that so many peap&dnjoyed it through the years. Traveling salteels
really companionable to read the log and see thehes, big and small (Audrey’'s especially), andrafigs left
behind. Anyhow on my way from Bella Bella to Ptdiavia W Athelone, Goose I., Triquet I, and wedv€a
Had a fantastic sail (in my kayak) down CalverolbefNW wind, made it all the way from Pruth Baytaef
Bay in a day and still had time to tack into the®and land here and there. Hard to stop for lofgemwthe
wind says let's go! | think I'll write some storiasd ideas about the cabin and beach on a sepatatet (save
space here) and put it in the archives. We despBraeed a stove replacement. Don’t know whegé'tl back
up here, so I'll write some ideas for building anple breakdown one to bring up in a kayak. Randy



Its foggy out. | can’t see my friends. | feel dtirze, peaceful and safe. Robson told me abouptace. Told

me to say hello for him. | knew it had to be ...Howdscribe a place like this? A place I've beerkiog for.

Thanks for the cabin and especially the archivesir gpirit of adventure and discovery is contagious
Dominique

Sept 13 Checking out Smith Sound and the NW coest tb Hardy. This place stirs the kayak blood mgki
me want to see the whole NW coast. Arrived to Buomea glittering sunny evening greeted by whales.

Enjoyed the magic of watching northern lights ia #ky. Hope to be back soon. Thanks for this sgdeiee —
good to know its here. Natasha

Sept 13 There is no other place I'd rather haverthbay, 26 now. The gang is camped down at th éhsend
near the estuary. Paddled up to the other cabimigh tide, beautiful place. We were here last sumowbut
the cabin here was occupied by another solo kayakeodbye for now, expecting to be back in theréutRob

My second visit to the bay. The most beautiful spa coast of beautiful places. Great to readvifoeds of so
many friends in the logbook and to reflect on tammunity of paddlers and good souls plying theserga
Grant Thompson

1994,

A real beach! After the first few days of “barnatiays”, what a treat! We're heading for Ketchikamdal, on
to Sitka. That is, if | can improve my campingeegficy. The first few days of a long trip are alwdgr me,
getting organized, getting down the routine figgrout what to put in which bag, or in which bag wisd So
far this early (May) departure to Alaska is workiye’re planning on heading up the outer coasteathan
the inside passage. | hope the weather and swathppa relaxing rather than adrenaline filled triRandy, we
failed, we didn’t get your stove to this wondedaibin. Fearing huge swell (that did not materiajines stashed
the replacement in the outer passage at Slingstanadl. Well, we did haul it 300 miles to just thséert of
its destination. We'll give you the “pirate map” pg@s on to another northbound paddler. Stove pipesty
moist — end of the season people should take ibdo let the flap down over the hole. Time to m&rgoy
this wonderful spot. I'm thankful that there arél stlaces like this in the world — uncontrolled&depending
on the cooperation of strangers. Craig



Just spent most delightful week here at cabin &fégraking from Pt Hardy to Prince Rupert (returraed ferry
and then back up to here). Installing the new stege my excuse for returning — but that only tdekfir st
afternoon. Sunny and warm this week, spent véig fitne in cabin, opting to sleep on beach undeomand
sun. Our paddle north went very well — 29 out otlags the wind was at our back — lots of rain bt $un
would make a brief showing before despair settay &l to the outside all the way but for Banksndlavhere
multiple gales and storms cooled our jets and gerib the inside until Porcher Island. We stopp#@bEgg
Island light station and met the keepers thereth&y don’t get too many, they enjoy visitors —yoght call
them on VHF ch 9 or just drop in. In any case, wdtte landing. The little “beach” on the backsidencget
nasty! Because of budget cuts this might be thtes&son for the lightkeepers; visits help thermntfigr
operation. I've added some new menu items for the am the bookshelf just in case corny, WWII rcati
thrillers have grown tiresome to their tiny litf@lates. A big thanks to everyone who has takem exxellent
care of the cabin. Such cooperation gives me hapeumanity. Best wishes to all who ply these veatieis
summer and fall! (winter?) Happy Bracing, Noel

Sept 5 I've been coming here since 1988, andithisirought a log book to tape in all the assornetes
efore and after that summer. Some notes were ehdhait are in approximate order. Entries after ttheste
should go in the green log book. A. Sutherland

o

Arrived from Port Hardy in the Banana Slug, a 1986 model Semperit inflatable kayak, via Deserters,
Shelter Bay, Allison Harbour. Steady rain or heautyg on both. This boat is truly sluggish, but afesand
reasonably light to carry (33 pounds). | broughiifdengths of 4”, foot long stove pipe and instdlie A great
improvement to go with the new stove brought by &lw Craig. A steady rain and SE wind. Not unusafedr
fiteen summers and 7,030 miles on the coast batieerlow Island and Skagway with side trips tolDal
Island, Sitka, outer Baranof, Fillmore Inlet. Alfighle, 4000 miles, 9 bear tooth holes, and tengy@a UV rays
finally did in my fast and faithful 83 model Senip&/hen leaving the cabin always use the outsiddér and



remove the top section of stove pipe and cap awée shem inside. Cover the hole with the metal #ad
weight it down. In September always cover the fmandow with shakes. Side window too, for wintertmo
winds. Aloha to old friends and new ones. Wondéofuéad the story in the archives of the buildafghis
place. Audrey Sutherland

1995.

Arrived from Blunden Harbour in rain and wind bywimg dory (designed and built by me). Started in
Vancouver and headed north til | get tired of ianh mildly surprised to be here for three days aatisee any
other kayakers. | cleaned up the “semi-mouse preofiboard — all food left here should be in tins or
suspended. | will try to get off the beach tomorwthe 5 am high tide. If the surfisn’t too radie | must be
careful, I've already broken one oar in the tidapids at the mouth of Blunden Harbour lagoon. Naly o
have one spare — I'll carve another oar or two ielIB Bella. Happy Paddling. Dennis

En route from Bella Bella to Port Hardy via wesiesibf Athlone, Goose, Triquet, outside Calvertridla
Wonderful place to spend three days before fingshisuper trip. Off to Slingsby and Schooner Chésjriben
home. Thanks to Randy and the rest of you. Add éicMe for Mountaineers to the library. Kent, Tom &
Yvonne

I, the city slicker, six years ago married an akayaker, so here | am at Burnett Bay in my ownvarme
Enetai kayak. It was quite an experience paddlioghfAllison Harbour to Burnett. Huge swells. Be#uwiti
weather (til today, raining) and wonderful plac@rgeous beach, peaceful, quiet, etc. But, the olmesese
that some kind person trapped in June of this yledirseveral children and they all dine on papgrefer
magazines to paperbacks), tinfoil, plastic, or &y we leave behind. It seems a good idea toaave
anything behind. Gunvdmy wife)

Spent a nice week after arriving in big swells re¢hdays of sun, one of drizzle, and one of actain (winds
to 50 kts), rare for this season. Spent most ofinie building the outhouse. Lots of osprey outhenbeach
and wrens in the bushes. Things look really goati @tcabin and as usual the beach is beyond what |
remembered. Left new stovepipe but not installadegsil needed). Randy

1996.



Jan 27 Stopped once again, and we're on new spaitarse. Weather great. Mike says he’ll stay ol/see we
still need 4” stove pipe. Bill Velie, Port McNeill

Jun 21 Had a leisurely trip up from Port Hardy dtag June 14. Stayed the first 3 nights in thelf#nds.
Great little beach with white sand and island tdkvaround, not much fresh water. Lots of eagles rawnel
otters. Next 4 nights on a rock beach with smalilder cover somewhere south of Shelter Bay. Putlexlit of
large waves and headwinds into what turned oueta lgreat place to stay. Lots of walkable rocks lagd
beach and a strong running stream with fresh wptasls in the sun. Next to Skull Cove for 2 nigBtsygy
campsite but great area to explore on day paddVest.some whale researchers setting up their suncaramp.
Will be there through Sept. They're working onigetthat area established as a marine reserve tiqut gray
whale feeding grounds as many are staying for tilerser and not going farther north. They’re tryimgktieep
out a proposed recreational lodge and some fismfarNext stop this beach. Wow, wish we’d gottea her
sooner so could spend more time. Came in on flat vaater at Evader Creek set up camp and next mgrni
followed 2 sets of wolf tracks to this end of teadh and now the cabin. Lots of whale activityhia bay
yesterday. Got buzzed by a helicopter flying atdl390 feet the full length of the beach. Was hgppmnsee
some wildlife. If anyone knows of any efforts totpct this area from commercial exploitation inahugl fly-in
tour groups please let me know. Lets hope it daebange too much. Heading for Pt Hardy tomorrovill Wy
to visit again in Sept. Really enjoyed readinglttebooks. Will bring another next visit. Scott,Ktarbor,
WA PS Just walked the beach north to the farthast you can see from here. Really great. Thersigally an
animal trail.

June 24 We didn’t stay in the cabin on these blgwigt sunny days in late June, but it is heartering
amusing to find this seaside sanctuary. | feeltkimsvith the people who have stayed here. | likeyr&d you
shall return to these shores — in person, and irdneams. How did all that sand get up there? [?]

(A solo canoeist traveling to Alaska with his ddgharlene is sprightly now, running lightly throudte surf
line, occasionally leaping toward the sun to cebdbrthe joy of the day. Suddenly the impact df gtekes me;
the absolute conveyance of mind, body, and s@itth energy charged, | lift up the perfect sticlcedar, arc it
back over my head, and throw it down the surfdisdar as | can...with a surge of energy Charlenentasuup
on her hind legs, tracks the stick in the air, tlebrarges down the beach to snap up the stick inpawes on the
second bounce. Moments to treasure. Don

Watching a grey whale feeding off the beach whiléng. A wonderful place! We started at Port Hardgd
will go to Indian Cove and return. Thick fog whea heft Shelter Bay but it cleared at Skull Cove #relwind
died off for a nice paddle up to here. As one vghoelw to the sport | am amazed at the great kagakin
community out there and the trips people do altvegdoast. | hope this area is kept in pristine ¢bon for
future low impact users. Met a Tofino Expeditionsup, one plane on the beach, and the SURF grawgyisitg
grey whales from Skull Cove. Bob and Steve

On our way from Bella Bella south around Cape Santt down, hopefully to Victoria. So far we've béasm
wrapped up in the trip logistics to appreciate @annection to the “Earth”, but the log book hereleast
made us feel at one with the community of kayakéke.many of you, we were hoping to make thisangwo
levels — physical and personal/spiritual/philosogdii What we think we’ve learned at this pointistttoo
much emphasis on the geographical(?) journey ietesf with the personal journey. Maybe you havédw s
down to get anywhere that matters! Take a breafftiee obsessions with when to paddle, how far tagd
all the accompanying concerns (my dad in the ruteupur departure, said that what people fear mest
discomfort. He's probably right at least as regards.)

I’m reading Walden, by Thoreau, and quite enjoyin@ll the more so through seeing these cabingeeslly
the one at the far south end where John actualgdli- | fancy — the simple life endorsed by Thor&&u
favorite quote from Walden so far, for those of wdww haven't read it, is:



“By a seeming fate, commonly called necessity [rpeeple] are employed...laying up treasures whichdmol
and rust will corrupt and thieves break through astéal. It is a fool's life, as they will find whémey get to it,
if not before.”

For all you closet cabin-builders, however, | slbglote:

“Who knows but if men constructed their dwellingthwheir own hands, and provided for themselved an
families simply and honestly enough, the poetigltpavould be universally developed, as birds urgaty
sing when they are so engaged?”

Sadly, though, we have become so specialized iatgdlat we contract our even our singing and dagand
sports to “professionals” (and labour ourselvespay them for these services!!)

Jerry has been reading about Joseph Campbell, whiois younger days, spent 5 years living alontha
woods (also doing a lot of reading!). He offers Yois:

“If you follow your bliss, you will always have yohbliss, money or not. If you follow money, you ruse it,
and you will have nothing.”

Wishing you calm waters and happy paddling. J&ligerry

Greetings again little cabin. You and | first metuly 1992. | was headed north to Alaska. Afterast
interesting summer that year, I'd in fact madeitltneau. This year, | am traveling south and oy arl 0 or
12 day journey from Finn Bay to Port Hardy. | hang wife Susan with me this time. She was only an
undefined dream back then. Now she is reality emohy sublime pleasure to share with her some ahayjic
moments and placed I'd experienced. We've beeminy IBland, Cranstown Point, the Golden Sand Beach,
around the cape, and walked this beach, experigntbie pleasure of place and one another. Youe lddbin,
are wonderful as always. Never change. Always be lier the next time! To all our fellow paddlersyers,
etc, once again hello. It is a great pleasure anddr to meet you here through these pages onc@agad, to
one special one who also loved me, maybe still,daesve been on my mind since the moment | sebfothe
beach. Your spirit pervades the place and everya/irere the wind meets the sea and the sea medtnith
Jim & Susan

The authors of “Homelands: Kayaking the Inside BgesWe are on our way to Port Hardy via the route
many people in the log have taken — Shelter BayDseskrter Island. Thankful for the advise. We'vernbe
paddling since April 13. Started in Glacier Baydatmen have paddled SE through Hoonah, Tenakea@yri
Angoon, Kake, Wrangell, Ketchikan, Prince Rupedl/aBBella, here. We recommend the Tenakee Podade
Rocky Pass. Our summer has been filled with un¢eghelelights and challenges and I'm sure they’thtiaue
as we make our way to Nisqually Delta, south. Talsin has been one of the delights. We are prol tpart
of the kayaking crew along the coast, and enjopilages like this that are hard to get to. Make stor® ok for
a book by Byron coming out in 1998 by ScribnersliPhoing of New York. Book about (?) and naturatdrg

of the coast as we experienced it (not a guide pddkren VanNostrand and Byron Ricks

On a trip north to Alaska from Bellingham. Jusidired the outside of Vancouver Island. Saw lotg @f
whales feeding off sand beaches and even jushofé®f the Storm group. Had mostly NW winds artdsbo
until now, overcast but not too windy. Great huther Bay here | come! Mariner 1l Rules! Mike

Hello again. It has been a few years and thingselr@mained wonderfully unchanged — a huge thanksdg
the builder and various caretakers of the cabinceBhyears ago it was this very site (and many efnbtes in
the logbook) that inspired the creation of the B&rMe Trail Association and for that reason (as Mgl
course the bay’s incredible scenery and this cabarhazing sense of warmth) this place will always éry
close to my heart. It's great to see so many mesniethe association in this log. Sorry to havesedsyou Jim
— it was only by two days. For those who don't katnout the Marine Trail organization, it is compee of a
group of paddlers who are trying to protect andphedre for many of the valuable camping sites altirey
coast. Not every site will have a cabin, or be agnificent as this one, but when completed paddiansbe
assured of an unbroken string of sites along thelevboast. Your help in this endeavor would be tiyea



appreciated ... Anyways, after a few days of sudimdjrelaxing it is now time to move on and contithig
journey from Rupert to Vancouver. | hope to sedl igain soon! Pete McGee

After a week on this fabulous beach, we move arthdmom Prince Rupert. A great cabin, an amazipgt$o
remember. Look back at times like this, and | hopeturn. For all you that stay here in the futuemjoy it. |
for one, won't forget. lan, Vancouver

Sept 22 Four paddlers up from Port Hardy and [Fhtgds. Tried to land in very heavy surf conditi@south
end of beach. All four capsized in deep water. Wmade it in between 5 and 10 minutes later. Twatd
damaged, one badly and one person with badly fogef from hanging onto rudder cable in surf. Hadcall
Pt Hardy for rescue boat that picked him up at #msl of the beach in much reduced surf conditigBax 8
hours after capsize at approx 1lam. I, we made mansiakes and learned many lessons, too many thdrst
but one was we arrived late and tired which comibweth a strong desire to be here led to very hatfjment
as to what were acceptable surf conditions. | nékeught I'd use my radio but will never paddlehwilit one
again. It worked great from here on high power. #y& wear your PED!

The broken boat is at the south end of the bealtheturn next spring to fix it and two it hometaf a good
long stay on this beautiful beach. Had 3 days odedhirain and sun breaks, then today clear blueasid/hot
sun with lite west wind. Plan to move south tomarifoconditions are good. We love this place. Haapd
safe paddling Scott

Sept 22 | came here with my brother and two otlageldfers. He’s explained the gist of our misadventdrour
“landing” in his entry. What he does not mentioeripaps from not wanting to relive the horror ofttha
situation, was that | was the only one not wearmg PFD when we attempted the landing. | won’t go the
details, but | spent 15-20 minutes being pummejearakers and dragged around by the currents. Tlaat
here to write in this log is a miraculous event.

There is no way to over-estimate the power and egtiptability of the surf here, particularly nearghi tide.
Land at one far end of the beach or the other. Donter-estimate conditions — prepare for the wdifsgou
have an easy landing you can forget about it andyeBurnett Bay’'s wonders and beauty. If conditituns
sour, which can't always be judged from the wa@od and your PFD may be the only things that aljeu to
enjoy this place or anything again.

My love and best wishes to you all, Burr

(This accident was written up in Sea Kayaker magadithink in 97)

1997

June 9 The first here this year. Your world hera magical place. We dropped off some canned foadse
anyone is ever in need. Any one who has such detirsdtsmanship would surely enjoy a good can thsa.
It's now 10:30 at night and we must head — too Wwaddidn’t have time to explore here today. Youritab
sparks our imagination and our dreams. Charlie &mtlsay

June 15 | was with Scott and Burr (see Sept 9@)lear — | gave the surface of one finger to thetlsdeach. A
testament to the power of the ocean. A word ofieaddr the day that goes a little too long, anditatle that is
a little too anxious. | return this year to thatile beach and my friends for coming back. Thisughes Bob
who I've paddled with in Baja, Canada, Lake Superiets do it yearly. Tim, San Francisco

June 29 Fourth time past but first time I've staghpice to see the community spirit behind the agessand
the building. | agree with Haddington John — itstopgy crowded along this coast. | hope Randel'siidéa
coastal trail doesn’'t mean a new group of traveletso can get here more easily but may not havérnheto
develop the sense of community. Don’t destroy wiesdl| love, the wild coast. May the winds be &aid at
your back. Chris, Hornby Island



Once a cabin builder always a cabin builder. Heafzbut the cabin with wooden hinges from Rob ancehor
years ago. It has been long overdue, but alwayteblktte than never. Love it all, the powerful wave
impossible to grasp, the beige sand, white woodgaeén lush forests. Love the cabin. Martin (cdtirlder,
not this one though)

6/23 We are two kayakers, surfed in last nightraftaking the crossing from Bull Harbour. Landed mid
afternoon dog tired and hungry — made dinner arashed for a 3 hr nap in your bunk — crafted petfefdr
my 6’4" frame. Your clean and tidy cedar palace vaatseat on this drizzly night. We can see thatimcare
and hard work has been seen in this hut and pldaaee it just as we found it. We are off to Alaskaa
summer adventure.

| wish you many cozy evenings reading by the @ren[?] and David, Seattle

Arrived last night in fairly calm seas, but nevease to respect the power and (?) of this place.beach is
beyond words. | am in awe. Last night was clearwimal and we sat around the camp fire excitedly iaitha
the dancing lights of the aurora borealis. Amazimggical place. Enjoying it fully. Loved reading fournal.
Jennifer

Aug 5 As I'm sitting here listening to the surf pding against the beach | can’t think of a bettkrcp to be.
Thank you for taking the time and care to buildrsan interesting place. Is it true that everythiymu need you
brought in your kayak? As for the beach may it riemits present state — relatively untouched.rBag hts
I've been here whales have been playing in theatsfinset. The [?] speaks for itself. On my wattsérom
here and toward the land of built up beaches. Skriece Rupert I've seen some amazing beached)igdtas
been the best. Thanks again, Bruce

Aug 25 First time here, camped at south end of bégaestuary. Awesome place, big swells and thie ree
offshore is amazingly powerful — happy to land aatlup camp! John, Squamish, BC

Wonderful to find a piece of tranquil paradise Imstbusy overrun world and to read of previoustersi o this
cabin who have put their heart and soul into maimtey it. Hope to return one day again and seagiin...off
to look for whales and beach treasures. Lia aliasséh Mom

What was to have been a brief stop, snack, anttkttarned into a hostage situation: | became cagpto the
long, sunny crescent of sand, the whales splagh&igmassive flukes offshore, the eagle and ostatyglide
overhead, the loon bobbing in the swell, ploverd sandpipers probing for lunch, and the river ottest
ambled from driftwood across the sand and intosh. | gladly delayed my solo trip northward toesp the
day in such fine company. A fine cabin too. Thaakal who take care of it. Gary

1998

We must be the first ones here this year. Sawriatdpn the sand but haven't seen a person fordags. On
our way from Port Hardy to Hakai Reserve and ? \&eehhad two perfect days. How could they not ke in
place like this. Long walks and lots of solitudasigood to know that places like this still exi3idn’t stay in
the cabin but what a great idea. Terry

Hi Randy and others, we hope that this note firasiy sunny weather. We held off our departuretinl Brdy
for two days because of solid rain and fog. Deghrtteder grey skies and lingering fog and fingersssed.
Arrived at Deserters, the cabin is going back ®llush. Saved by the clippers, we cut out a tentNext
Allison Harbour, a welcome spot in a tough coase lior camping. Crossed Slingsby on a lingering b
west swells and the ride got a little hairy. Wd wibrk harder on current predictions. So as nogigerience
that beast again! Arrived here about 2pm yesterdée grey skies cleared and the beach sparkledeasiade



a smooth landing at high tide. Your cabin and addagith cheese and cucumber sandwich never sousaled
good. The cabin is in great shape. This is a vpecgl and magical place. We enjoyed all the amesiit
Leaving tomorrow for Juneau in our Libra XT “Mehdn@varmth of the Sun) Matt and Emily from HI

What a splendiferous little slice of heaven thigds our way down from Bella Bella, with amazingaym
conditions today rounding Cape Caution — we paddi@dlose | could’ve hit the light with a yogurtveoed
raisin. Blessed are we of small and simple paddidt.cSafe travels and fair seas to all who pass th
way...Bruce

Stopped here on our honeymoon. Thought at firstttteacabin was Kayak Bill's. It is so interestitay
converse in this way with other who have beenitoltbautiful beach and others who will be here.g®l
Jennifer

To savour places like Burnett Bay is to believe #ils really well with the world. Judi

A perfect sanctuary on a long, long trip. | rememliztening to an aged Tibetan monk who had onea g to
impart to me and that was that we all want hapmnesd happiness is brought about by abundance, and
abundance is the result of generosity. Thanksda#nerosity of spirit of all who sustain this caliderek

Back again after another three year absence. Thatiijdook in good shape, except that the stovieaperable
due to lack of a serviceable elbow. Someone (parbagse of you from nearby who fly in regularlyggse
bring us a 4-inch elbow and some more pipe! Thisrjal is now the jewel of this place. So many pedyve
contributed their spirits, and you're all here noiaybe these little books are the best evidenaevocate
keeping the bay as it is — if we got a public d@dfievho was to make some decision about Burnettt®agad
this, how could he do otherwise! To all of yountkgou. Anyhow, thanks for sharing your joys, andame
cases, terrors, in this place. Randy

It's been six years since my last (and first) yiitd I'm very happy to be back, this time withgogd friends,
Ken and Rob. We arrived in a mild northwestery paddled our kayaks easily into shore between tioe tw
islands. We set up camp near the entrance to thim ¢ail. We noticed that a significant amounwajod lay
unburned on the sand. It would be nice if everyomédd burn all wood to white ash and cover it befétgaving.
Although it does require effort we do try and preetno trace camping, and we hope others will dorthest
as well. Today we explored toe beach to the rivet @p to John’s deserted cabin. | found a glass-badlahoo!
We saw very little wildlife while we were here. Townow we head for Shelter Bay, and back to PortdiarThe
cabin is left in fine shape. Thanks to everyoneVy&t

Aug 8 Ocean Falls to Port Hardy. After 2 idyllicekes paddling the outside islands and west coaSadfert
we took refuge in this welcoming hut whilst themst®raged. We have baked cookies and bread whilst
remaining warm and dry — thanks to Randy! Perry, ldeidi, and John

PS Every time | feel the dent in my foreheadréithember this great cabin. JJ

Aug 19 What a magical spot to spend a day and & Wadather has been glorious in Burnett Bay andsaur
diverse group — Veronica and Conrado from Romesti€ni and Tripp from Boulder, Leslie from Portlambb
from La/Portland/Seattle, Pat and Russ from St £0@] from CT, Anne from Seattle, and guides Gema
Eric

Aug 19 It's been a long time coming. It has taket@mpts to get here, and today is the day. Thassu
warming the beach as well as the happy feelinga having inside. If only everyone in the world cbfihd a
place like this in their lives, life would be sochibetter.

Cheers to those who smile as they jump and splasly an the breaking waves of their own Burnett Bayric



8/19 Paradise found! The immense sandy space, aiminmered, shore pine, jewel bedecked water, coallynu
crashing waves, radiant sun — soul surrendereduthsights and sounds frees my mind almost enaugh t
“wave” away weighted worries. Gene “guided” me her@nother [?] love chapter — the perfect time twokv
that.

The past is history

The future is a mystery

The now is a gift that's why it's called THE PRESEMNove you Gene! Anne

1999

..."Wake up and live!” Remarkably all those souls wiave traveled to this far away place share tha&tcsl
ingredient so crucial to happiness — we love bemblature — which is part of us as a whole. We npasts on
this pleasure to those who are asleep and show therway — Definitely not to exploit, but to opkait hearts
and show how to love and respect their mother edtltept all that is because that’s all it is. Simymlorious,
and ever changing. Rick

May 26 | begin this journal with disaster narrovayoided. The charred marks on the roof around thees
pipe hole are the result of my attempts of warntlirggplace up on this chilly day. Unfortunatelyhaligh the
top of the pipe seemed tight enough when | assdrtbtance heated up it leaned and fell apart. Tést of the
pipe leaned heating the roof; | grabbed the piptaveather gloves, which | am now very glad to haraught
on this trip and directed the pipe back out theshwhile Doug put the fire out. I'm very sorry foym
carelessness; and I'm glad for a the responsibkrsibefore me that this cabin still stands. Luclesons
were learned and the cabin remains intact for ydw\are reading this. Use CAUTION and think twiceatb
having a fire. Most of all be sure if you do, titaings are truly tightly fit and be prepared.

That said, we are Russ and Doug, out for 4 mondlasling from Port McNeill to Skagway, Alaska. Weda
been out 10 days, having taken a leisurely pacautin the Broughton Archipelago and now moving
northward. Yesterday we came from Shelter Bay. Russ

That fire was a little scary. Please use cautiam] aave water handy. | can't tell you all how greato be able
to stay in a place of such great community. | $e&¥ luck to be here, and share reading aboutaillry
experiences. Russ and | just began our trip to $eggand are still getting in the swing of thingkok
forward to all that this regime has to offer as mead north. Doug

... a day’s length blanket of thick fog envelopedsigsie rounded Cape Caution and eventually madevayr
here, to this charmed spot. What a trip its beawo-unlike our previous paddles of the mid-coaslt Ike we
learned new lessons daily on this one. Would loyet/e seen the “all-seeing eye’s” view of the tinken |
sat, blithely searching through food bags for dinimgredients as two grizz casually strolled byt 20 feet
from me. Only noticed once they were well pastané,as | stood, wide-eyed in disbelief to lookhant, they
ran off — clearly uninterested in interaction. Tiherints in the sand, so close...Hadn’t seen anopie&tdler in
the last 14 days — since we started out — unttleyesy just after we arrived here, and then throtighfog
emerged a man who could have been three feet bekiatl day and we wouldn’t have known it. Travglgolo
(’'m amazed reading through the wonderful logbobk® many among us choose this path!), he’s beefoout
a month, no tide tables, just his instinct and edgree. He was headed for Nakwakto Rapids to csitcht of
this wonder — right up close. We gave him someingaaiaterial from Sailing Directions, which hopéyulvill
have kept him from harm. What a gift its been amgvhere and having the great good fortune to spgenidy in
the company of so many beautiful spirits. Its keegoy to read the words of those who have come beind to
do that here in this sweet magical cabin, built @aded for with such inspiration. | know — | carlfe that |
will return here and Burnett Bay, this cabin, tisisirit will all still be here for me to explore amtiscover.
Thanks to you all that help maintain this beautayMhis find you all hail, hearty and full of jog gou safely
journey through your adventures. Barb



We arrived yesterday from Smith Sound. We rourftdeddpe in dense fog but calm seas. Our first alakick
fog for the entire trip (started in Bella Bella).néh we arrived the fog was still thick and walkergthe beach
felt like we were walking in a surreal and bizaget magical landscape. What a place! We had heaoliathe
cabin from various friends and they all spoke fgrafithis little cabin in the woods. | could nevigure out
what was so special but now | know the secretitaish | could spend a week here but we must gt baour
lives down south, but | will see this place agamad & have faith that it will still be here — thezagiful forest,
the animals, the beach, the fog, the surf, andititeccabin by the sea. | left an addition to fif@ary —
Homelands: Kayaking the Inside Passage. By Byrak$xfsee 1996 entry). As | am sure Byron willytell, he
found part of himself on this coast and left parhinself as well. It is a strange feeling to feelconnected to
a place and a group of people after such a shorétashore. Special place indeed. Steven

Came here with Ed and Dennis to enlarge and do teaance on the cabin. Replaced stovepipe, windows.
Added a shed extension to the back to create aldduink on the bottom. Storage under the bunkws fnram
the outside. Left two more sections of pipe andlaow for the stove, also some galvanized sheetl toet
reinforce the stove, which is burning out. Tharksueryone who has been helping to keep thingShgre’s
getting to be a lot of stuff hauled up from thedbekeft around the cabin and not really useful egsle don’t
bring any more. The mice in the cabin aren’t baghtinow — guess they're not finding much food deapp
Enjoy! PS. — the door hinges are getting weak —tdean on it! Randy

Spent the last week here on the maintenance wetCHastalness. | found the cabin cozy, inspired,amarm
break from a further journey. Please watch youe fisage. This place is fragile in many ways. We saw
beautiful kayaking weather, the time here, manylegaa trip to Indian Cove, bear prints, more wisalgood
surfing, fantastic vistas and more places thanrieda recount. Heading south next to Nakwakto, lddaland,
and home to workaday Seattle. | hope your forecasdight to moderate northwesterlies and thatryskies
are full of sunshine. Dennis

(I don’'t speak French, and parts weren’t clear. tBetspirit is nonetheless infectious):
Joyeux anniverserie (a moi)

Joyeux anniverserie (a moi)

Joyeux Annnniverrrrssairrree

Joyeux anniverserie (a moi)

Joi 30 ans [?] et je

Suis ici...ici avec min amor,

Le mer, la plage, les balines et

Ce petit cabin extraordinaire

(qun sent tres hon!) Bon kayaking,
mis amis, et beaucoups de retournees
Regan, Seattle

A cet adorable petit endroit qui flew bon la natu@ette longue plage est incroyable et ce petiadar est
enare un endroit protégé de L’homme. Pourvu Qreiste aimi le plus longtemps possible... Xavier, Egan

It felt like an uphill hike, paddling from Grief Bgyesterday. The whales greeted us as we entereta.
Mike was two paddle lengths away! It sure is nicirid a sandy beach to land on once in a whilel Aaw
this place — luxury! We didn’t fix anything causetmng was broken. Lets hope it stays that way pKee
boats on the water. Steve



Happy Equinox. Stopped in to say hi to the litdbin. Heading south as far as we can get, big storaving
in. Paddled outer coast from Bella Bella down,bigen an awesome September. Sad can’t stay ondich tme
enjoy. | love reading the notes so | had to stojpisee who's been here over the last few yeare sy last
visit. Happy paddles, Natasha and Jonny-Hawk.

2000

01 01 2000 HAPPY NEW YEAR The new millennium at&urnett Bay under clear blue skies and bnltia
sunshine. Bid mid afternoon (now) the skies ardistato cloud over and the odd shower is startogirift
through from the south. Appears to be a systemmgamifrom that direction as the wind is beginning
increase as well. Today marks the third visit tori&it Bay for myself since Christmas. Our weatheough

the holidays has been beautiful, sunny, warm, andiind. Arrived this morning via 1948 Luscombe T8F.
Steve, Port Hardy.

Us and two other groups landed yesterday intentlingtay in the cabin. In all my times passing tlylothis
beautiful remote beach | have never seen 5 grodigsyaker and 1 group dropped off by charter boathp
on the beach at the same time. Today a researdpgioopped off three students on the beach whotgpen
day studying the small island by the beach. Lagttrabout an hour before sunset a grizzly bear eamsing up
the beach from the small creek to the south otéen. When he saw or smelled us, he ran into thedws (be
careful walking the trail to the outhouse at nigh\like from the Vancouver group said he found esfees to
this cabin on several web sites while researchlmgtrip. It is interesting noting the prior expenices of other
travelers here. While they (?) on the beauty aratptul feeling this beach offered to them, we corezk
ourselves with establishing three separate campsibel trying to respect each group’s privacy. Ewdrgre we
turned around or walked we would bump into someBrehaps this is a precursor of things to comelas t
site becomes more popular. | look forward to coniagk to this beach again in the future at a tinhemw|
might enjoy the solitude and reinvigoration of #ijErit as the paddlers before us experienced indaenals.
So long for now from the thriving metropolis of MoBeach, Burnett Bay, BC. Ray

Twenty days out, we circle Cape Caution wide ioktHog, rising and falling on grey swells buffedhwblue-
edged spangles and at last to Burnett Bay. We kmeWwave landed, we can feel sand under our feétwieu
can see nothing of the forest and only 20 feeeath. And here’s the cabin, now with a double betla shed
addition, and more journal entries showing how toed everyone is by the community of friends whemmeet
except in the spirit of this place....Wishing evegysnug in their beds at journey’s end. Nan and Don

Ahh, the life of a kayaker -- sitting back on gipéeached logs sipping a tin-cup of red wine, gmg the late
evening sun on this beautiful beach. It's a toufgh IAnd flipping through these random momentskid i
kayakers’ journeys and thoughts is a wonderfulttré#hat a great way to have a conversation overytas!
(I particularly enjoyed learning of the troubledstory of the cabin stove!) Kim

| don’t want to leave this place! But its time  sbme surfing on the sanding waves of Nakwaktmather
and calf humpbacks feeing all day, a full moomgsyellow through the trees...l have seen such bgauty
this place is incomparable! This is the third tstaay of my 9 week trip. Tailwinds most of the.\Way! | look
forward to meeting all of you at sometime in owrjeeys. Until then, sunny skies and tailwinds, €oli

Arrived five days ago to see the cabin again alfteyears...Doug came ashore first, the rest of lsweld one
at a time when given the signal. Doug provided ntie an entertaining string of cartwheels as | wdite enter
the surf zone. Some grey whales blessed us withotin@ipotent presence. As | write, Doug is doioge
extensive repairs to the stove walls and yesteréplaced the lower stovepipe. | spent a few houarthe roof
as suggested by Audrey S. — scraping moss andesemdwith a pointy wood stick so as not to danthge
soggy shingles. Also went into a tidying frenzyhenwoodpile and hammered in some upright stickettair
flow along the cabin wall. Hopefully this was a dadea. There’s one executive decision I'll discwih the



cabin builder and that is my removing the littlethog bench on outside west wall. It looked to ke it was
rotting the wall shingles behind it. I'm sure Itgret this if it has some important or nostalgadue. (actually,
none of either— Cabin Buildefhere used to be another wonderful gazebo-shapeit e Swan Bay in the
Charlottes. In July this year | discovered it isngp in addition to another cabin that had a rusigyicle out
front and a huge tree through the roof...the womaa velsed three or four children in this cabin noashhad
the distinction somewhat to the effect of beingehding Winnebago sales person in the US... Theseatins
that Parks has removed. They are missed. We wieahds/ place must not let that happen here. Ourthied
blessing for a wonderful and safe trip to all kagekk who pass here as the adventure and spirii®ftace
lives on. Susan and Doug

8/31 Gunvor, Annie, Kristen and | met up with Rarigty, Dennis, and Jeryl in Shearwater almost twekse
ago. The flotilla of 8 was colorful and fun. Whertrific traveling companions. Our traditional Kayddocktail
Hour began our first night out and continued neaelAery night — even after the liquor ran out. Betideen 2
weeks of nearly constant rain. I'd heard so mucbudlhis beach and the cabin that it had becomaradgise
in my mind. | was so thrilled to be escorted bygtales —then to come around the corner to sestuthe
shining on the south shore — this really is paradishope to come back one day. Sue, Snohomish, WA

The Burnett Bay Song Book

Sung to “West Texas town of El Paso”: Sung to “Bringing In The Sheaves”:
Down in the southwestern end of Compania Hauling shit around
| fell in love with a beautiful seal. Hauling shit around
We will go kayaking
Her eyes were deeper than any deep ocean Hauling shit around

Her fur the softest | ever did feel.
When the morning comes

(more to come) And its time to break down camp
We wish we had a dolly
We'd roll it down a ramp

We open up the hatches
And we give it all a shove
We do it every morning
For its kayaking we love.

Now we found a new home
We'll stay for just one night
The beach it is deserted
Everything is right

As we begin unpacking

It begins to rain

And we recall why hauling sh...
Is really such a pain.

Now the sun is shining

The sky itis so blue

We're hanging on a sunny beach
There’s nothing else to do

All our gear is laid out

In hopes that it'll dry

Because we know tomorrow



We'll give it another try.

10 Sept I'm here too on a trip down from Prince Bupo Port Hardy. | guess I've been about a week®m
behind your group, Randy. I'd love to have met gd thanked you personally for this cabin andreefuse to
other paddlers. I've been paddling alone since ess Royal, when my friends went thru Myers Pasteage
Klemtu and | came on down Higgins Passage and tiitrdella Bella and on down. Its been wonderful; |
notice a lot of entries are a bit sad now, for Pdgrdy is not so far away, and | still don’t walettrip to end
either. The weather’s been varied, but today atct@n was glorious and its wonderful sitting henecandle
light writing and checking the charts. This logaisvonderful idea, | see names I'm familiar with grebple |
know — a community of paddlers united by the cdrtaough the cabin. Thank you again for it mustbe
considerable effort to maintain it so well. Penkfancouver

Lots a whales, eh?

2001

Jan 1 Happy New Year

Our annual new year flight up to the Beach
Great day, real big surfl And windy.

Bill Velie, Port McNeill

April 1

2 Aircraft, half sunny low clouds.

No fooling...

Bill Velie

May 20 Back again after four years. Its so heartgrio see the spirit of place is so strong for tha#o visit.
On our way back to Port Hardy from Bella Bella. Epain and wind all the way down but today is lighitV
with sun. Gracias a la Vida. Tim

May 20 Itis indeed a pleasure to encounter suniagical place. We've laid over on the S end obtreech
and enjoyed our best weather since leaving BelltaBand of course the surf. Que bien! Winthrop

May 20 Amazing! 2 months ago | was let to a plécethis somewhere in Baja Mexico. When | arrivesr¢ |
though I'd never find another like it. And herenthbBAmazing! Great to see the respect and caregkaple
show one another. Thank you, Thank you! Albertgt&Rica

July 6 We are on a relaxing, lazy-paced paddling from Smith Sound to Shelter Bay. Burnett Basitovely
as promised. It has been nice to get in out of#treand have our lunch in this cabin during ourliwdown the
beach. Ruth, Vancouver and Adam, Canterbury UK

July 10 Canoe group Burnett Bay to Alert Bay withtBer. A heavenly spot. Found this cabin in Mayo@7
route to Prince Rupert by northwest canoe 31’ [7eét to be back. Chris and Barbara

Aug 3-7 85 days of wandering from Pt McNeill ndatPrince Rupert and back. A short 5 day break on a
secluded beach before returning to a populated dvaklbit of surfing, wood to burn, beaches to roamd
journals to read. A wet year to wander the coastdme of unforgettable experiences. 20 dolphingjuaig out
of the water in Johnstone Strait, getting caugtd jpod of 6 Killer whales in a channel near Bellao, the
islet dotted paddling of Queens Sound and CalaBaty, sea otters of the Estevan Group, tossing rioc&s
fluorescent tide in the middle of the night, sugfinto Burnett Bay, alongside a feeding Grey, aisdalering
this cabin and its journals. My third visit to thigach but the first to this cabin. Thanks to tk&$eople
Anne, Heather and Dona for letting me know of xistence and a fine evening of conversation arcumdther
small fire. Steve If you see a buoy on the beadubeto hang it from a tree to mark a trail or et



Aug 8-11 Arrived here on the morning of Aug 8 padygirom our last camp at Indian Cove, Day 11 of @8
day trip from McLaughlin Bay to Port Hardy. Threegple camping here when we landed, and anoth ey jért
three at the south end of the beach. We have ehmyretrip so far in spite of 7 days (consecutigg)ain from
Triquet Island to Cranstown Point.

The weather here has been foggy in the morningswittshine in the afternoon — but no rain! We hdle a
enjoyed this beautiful place; walking the beaclplesing the tide pools and photographing the scgner
This morning we repaired and reinforced the calmor cleaned the roof, and cut back the salal altng
trails; a small contribution to the cabin that mafiyd so useful.

Tomorrow we continue our journey with a planned pahShelter Bay.

For those not so familiar with this beach theraigeshwater lagoon at the south end of the b eacbry
suitable for a bath! If you are interested!! Beduwitin the mist, too.

Paula and Jiry - Calgary Alta, Jacqueline and Tdnons Bay, BC, Ann - Richmond, BC, Earl - Portddy,
BC, Robert — Vancouver. All of SKABC

10 Aug This bay offers many gifts: gray whales §pgun the bay — one showed its flukes just 1 ¥aka
lengths from Jiri's bow as we came in; wolf traeltlsalong the beach — a pair walking side by sisi@atching
in the sand by a log where the male marked histéey;, huge bear tracks by the lagoon, and a hugarkoy
the creek west of the cabin; deer tracks of a dawkatiny fawn. Our own tracks trample the beach,
obliterating those of the animals. We move on taowy leaving the wind and tide to erase the sighsuw
passing. Letting the rightful owners of this beaeltk onto their domain.

| read in the log the musings of several peopledvk and feel as though they have joined me hetkisrbeach
— Barb and Steve, Willie, Penny and others. Idetled in here and am sad to be departing tomoyraw
having sampled this place in all her seasons anddapbarely a [?] | want to get to truly know. R

Sept 3 A great walk on the beach... Bill Velie, RbciNeill

Sept 11 After a sunny sky, flat calm arrival frokulSCove, the weather reversed by dawn today eréept
small rain day walk up to the cabin from our tarpst at the south end of the bay. From here tipglsaand
possibly Belize Inlet before Shelter Bay. Joel Reg@len Sims, Galen Tritt and Elliot Marks, Seattl

2002

Feb 23 Just an excellent day, no wind, hot sunsdnioea great walk with the dogs Bennie and Budd yodt
they will sleep good tonight. Going to Victoria tomow to see Bert. When | came in to land saw d,wedlly
black and big, and he had sharp teeth too. (Agaiarch 7 , April 3, and May 19) BiIll Velie, PdvicNeill

April 25 Two Kiwi kayakers traveling from Victoria Juneau and back. We, those are the destinatiohg is
the journey that is most important. Here at BurrBay we have started to find the true wildernessvere
seeking (too early for kayak/heli tours). Althougk last week has had strong NWerly and has hardpere
progress, we were unable to resist the charms oi@uBay and spent a wonderful two days enjoyiregsun,
exploring and trying to interpret the animal tracksthe sand; deer, wolf and what appeared to hegeo
tracks following one set of deer tracks.

Reading through the journals reveals a who's wheeaf kayakers, some of whom have written books that
inspired our trip — Audrey Sutherland, Byran Ricksd Randy Washburne.

Thanks for this treasure in the woods. Garth

6/12-19 Stayed a week to re-roof front half of calbiad intended to do all of it but ran out of tiewed energy.
Added a skylight and made a cover for it to protettom UV and falling branches — please put itcamefully
when you leave. Also brought up new stove. Its-tigily metal and probably won't last too long. Lib# old
one in place since it still seems serviceable. Alsmght up three lengths of 3” pipe, which woiit tliese
stoves without an adapter. My mistake. But thesetan spare lengths of 4” behind and under the cabi



Randy Washburne
PS — I didn't get to filling the spaces at the tdghe walls under the new roof. If you have a sad are
inclined, please close them up and the cabin veditmuch better. Nails in the box under the window.

July 9 Thank you for providing us with this litdpot to visit. Incredible beach. Am here with enfdrew
filming the Wave Dancer canoe [?] Janet, North \‘@ncer.

July 12 Here for a couple of nights on a kayak frggn Prince Rupert to Victoria (via Principe anadiedo
Channels, detour to Fjordlands RA, and outer cad@&tancouver Island). Lots of time with three mertthdo
it — we're 6 weeks out. This beach is a trip hightj the cabin and the journals are inspiring, pauiarly when
| read of how many people have enjoyed similasstripspired by adventure and a love of the outdéonmake
time for a long trip or two [?].

With a film crew camped down the beach and a hglerahat buzzed us at dinnertime, there’s ligleling of
remoteness. But | guess a place like this canit ataecret (although I didn’t know it existed urnditlay).
Hello to Eric Abulnar (Aug 98 entry), a fellow Ldlead Outdoor Rec. grad.

What this place needs is a good pen, so I'll leave as my contribution.

Our trip is being chronicled in the Times-Colonybctoria. Its tempting to mention this place, aedpting
not to mention this place. Such is the paradoxilofanness. It should be enjoyed by everyone, buahat
once. The great thing about here is that its atillhard to get to as it ever was, for those of bie don't fly.
Judging from the last decade of journal entriegygk aren’t changing too fast. Its 2002 and I'nil $tee to sit
here on my own mile of beach and wonder what thwedwvill bring. Thanks to RW and all,

PS Two wolves - one brown one grey — trotted fhesstampsite on the beach this morning and bouadey
when they saw me.

One osprey.

Our first hazeless sunset under perfectly cleaesksliver of moon.

“Give me things and things and no more thoughtobiRson Jeffers

“One speaks of things when one means the spirtithbw is the spirit to be pictured otherwise.” Hawa
White, Raincoast Chronicles

“One light is left us: the beauty of things, notrmée immense beauty of the world, not the humantdw
Look — and without imagination, desire nor dreamirectly at the mountains and the sea.” Robinsoifieie
Tim, Victoria

July 20 Nine of us arrived by 37’ Montreal Natiweaoe. What a lovely surprise to find your cabisuth a
wonderful spot. Chris, Barbara, lan, Breda, HarRaul, Suzanna, Fred, and Lonnette.

July 27-29 We spent two peaceful days on the beathe bay, and at this cabin. Calm seas prevalieales,
osprey, loons, and falcons entertained us. Imprarbpach volleyball likely entertained all wildlikeoking on
as 4 guys got sandy and sweaty.

We left some beach art — this ink print of a blemkk fish that hangs on the wall. Jim spearheadiedot oject
as we made prints of ling cod and greenling as .vzdpp made the cedar frame.

On to Skull Cove and then Port Hardy tomorrow. Caflaine WA, Jim — Duvall WA, Ronald and Steve —
Redmond, WA

Aug 14 This place makes me think; therefore | aam Iprivileged to visit this glorious area. Gordon,
Brockville, Ontario

Aug 14 We are here on our honeymoon; a long way fnome (thank goodness!) Here with Tofino Exp etitio
for a week of kayaking, peacefulness and beaudye&t way to kick off the next 50 years of togetless.
Jamie and Pete, NY, NY

Aug 14 | can’t think of a better place to be rigiotv than here at Burnett Bay. Jennifer, Poulsbo WA



o * Sept 23 Arrived here last night from Egg Is. Paddhrough the
fog Wlth onIy 50 m V|S|b|I|ty It that wasn’t scaepough, gray whales decided to breach within 10a1&f us
on four different occasions.

Has been five months since we were last here. Wewo&iwi kayakers (brothers). We've been up toedun
via the inside waters, across to Glacier Bay viadleee Hotsprings, then we've worked our way dowrothter
coast to here. Next step is to Port Hardy and ttenwest coast of Vancouver Island to finish atstarting
point — Victoria.

Trip highlights or must see areas for fellow kayake Le Conte Bay, Endicott Arm and Fords Terrogd&r
Bay (McBride and Johns Hopkins glaciers), outsioast of Yakobi, Chichagof, and Baronof Islands (mak
sure you stop at White Sulfur Hotsprings), andidetsoast from Prince Rupert to here.

Once again we'd like to give our thanks to Randhkitbairne for providing us with this gem of a calédm an
extended trip cabins like this are such a luxutgives you a chance to dry out and your tent aatiweather
gear get a much deserved break and chance to ajs@dme trip photos should be posted on
www.cankiwiskayak.coniKevin and Garth

2003

Jan 12 Just flew in for a walk on the beach. Bdalutiay sunny and hot — no wind. Brenda'’s firsttito the
cabin. Lots of great drift wood and shells on tleadh. Bill Velie, Port McNeill

April 21 Just flew in for a walk on the beach, jasireat sunny day. It looks like a bear has bus#itedlastic
windows and chewed the yellow notebook, its allsedtll leave it on the bunk to dry. The next tihneme up
here I'll bring plastic for the windows. | would g¢éhe stove is on its last legs. Maybe some welitara
machine shop could be talked into building a newaut of 3/16” metal that would last longer. libee the
fellow flies a Blue and white 172 — his name cduddCarl. I'll fix the windows maybe safety glasangobe
better than plastic. Bill Velie, Port McNeill

April 27 Carl was here and read the last entry agpleed to build a new stove. We've seen wolf trackthe
beach. Also May 6. Bill Velie

June 1 Just a quick stop back again on my way fRopert. 25 days down. Stared with 3 ppl — somelst2
in Bella Bella and continued on my own. The outsid@alvert was both challenging and rewarding.d_of

glass balls!! Ran into John M up north, AKA HaddorgJohn. He’s feeling rich these days — CPP ignmay
him more than he’s ever made. He’s the hermitltidt the cabin at the lagoon at the other end.tbld me
lots of stories — like surfing his 20 ft open dorip the bay, rounding the Charlottes in the saroatpetc. He's
got a place up on Principe Channel and is lookdavife. Any takers? Until next time. Don, Homel&sS,

| fixed the windows, but I'm both clumsy and uns&ilSorry about the shitty job.

June 6 Camped at the other end of the beach. Ragittbm [?] Bay, thru Broughton, up coast on [?]here.
Always wanted to see the place and its well worilew@reat sunny day. Here for a couple of daysntback
via Port Hardy and to catch the ferry to Bella BelHere for the journey, not the miles. Rod, Teetd&2C
June 9 — Still here!! Thanks, wind for keeping releaae to explore north and south on foot.

June 18 Anchored off the beach in our 37’ sloopaimb the beach on our way north. A charming spdfén
sunshine and dead calm. Paul, Ray, Ed, SV “Domi@Bmox, BC



June 26 We are a class of 9 students and 2 instaifitom the National Outdoor Leadership School. Wée
been out 21 days and have 7 more scheduled. Lkt Badla June 8, moving from island to island, sh¢o
shore. By the grace of God we have been allowgditpse paradise. Nice cabin. Keep on paddlingligVil
Bay City, TX

June 26 Continued from previous entry, | am ortbase fortunate students. Although I'm a mere 29 lack
the experience of those in previous entries, Kd to say that finding this cabin has truly openeghy doors in
my stifled New England mind. Thanks for the goadlirey, Randy. (Also Zen and the Art of Motorcycle
Maintenance was getting rather drab...Damn the bdb&severyone tells you to read). Thanks for tHarca
and the spawning of more ideas in a youthful milddl, Wilton, CT

June 28 My dad and | flew in this afternoon, he t@drto show me this special beach. Its very priaat
beautiful! Hope to come back soon for some mohfear! Lisa and Carl

July 17-18 We are touring (kayaking) in Central Gband now heading south. Five weeks of pristinersa
lots of wild life — whales, eagles, even two deevur camp! We find BC and especially the Ceri@dst area
very special and plan to be coming back — thisuistbird time. You are welcome to our home watiershe
Baltic Sea! Riika and Mikto, Helsinki, Finlawdvw.balticpaddlers.com/riikka.jaakkola@iki.fi

July 27 It is a gorgeous evening with a brisk windking the beach look like the Sahara Desert. lweplane
is parked next to the big rocks in front. 4 ofthere than 50 visitors to the beach this weekens, iYeeems
like Grand Central Station. 30 Brits visited fonkch yesterday and a party of 11 is camped at thughsend of
the beach.

Jim and | tried to catch a salmon or halibut at fp@nt, but we had to settle for a couple of niog kcod, which
fed us nicely. We enjoyed a few games of beacltagdlhave donated two clubs and 4 golf balls foeons to
enjoy. The rules are simple — merely pick out geaibn the distance, usually a prominent log ockpand
count the strokes to hit it. Add creativity by intieg doglegs (eg, “go to the right side of thatgiaof kelp and
then back to hit the white log on the left.”) Grdees are zero and there is no waiting for golfarkont of
you. We did have a plane land in the middle ofctherse yesterday though. Enjoy a try at it; you'tbave to
be any good to get some exercise and some laughs.

We are off for Skull Cove tomorrow, then home (f&eatea) on Tuesday. This is ouf $ear here, and it is as
lovely as ever. Thoughts of the coast keep us dbrmoggh the winters. Steve and Jim

July 31 Kayaking from Indian Cove to Port Hardy [@]different wonderful places. Will have golf toament
today. Thank you to those who supplied club antsb@&onderful whale watching. Shaun, Jean, Dianje [?

Aug 2 The Savage family and our pilot Peter stopgypeeé for the afternoon. We are on the first dagurf
helicopter adventure from Nimmo Bay — this beach a/great part of it! Savages, Shaverton, PA

Aug 4 After a full year away from home working @eaching assistant in White Rock, BC it is tinretds
chapter of my life to end. At 19 | am going hominesoUK in 12 days and continuing my edu cation. \Widwat
a year. This place has left me with some remarkiad@mories. [?], Yorkshire, UK
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@ Q& e For such a wild “remote” spot it sure is busy -ibepters buzzing the
beach, ridiculous commercial groups of 17 kayq@wdes of salmon fisherman, a lovely couple whaw fin

here in this crazy 1947 amphibious contrapti#*== and finally, vs. what a trip — finally realizing a
dream to paddle these incredible waters. We are mealizing why exactly our Klepper kayak was free —
generous gift with the not-so-cool spontaneousapslibility feature...We paddle, we bail, we repaie, lave it!



Been to a few secret shacks in the hills and beadhé this is one of the funkiest! Around the capen the
wind lets us! Dave, Kelly and Lucy [dog?]

May the wind always be at our backside not from it!

PS Crossing paths never ceases to amaze me...its Ipdegsure to read of tales and adventures framseh
books... its been a real treat to read from thosestaf people we know... a small world...maybe...a West
Coast Mecca! KC

2004

July 16 Here for a couple of days on trip from BdBella to Pt Hardy via Goose Group and Calvertxddi
bag of weather through entire trip. Lots of whadesl great paddling. Rod and lan, Terrace, BC

July 20 After being flooded out from the bottombysurprise streams formed by Monsoon type raies, w
stayed in the cabin to dry out. We were in an 1840iners tent with an awning. A great thanks toathider
of this cabin and those who have left it intactndieand Dennis

Aug 3 Starting at Sea Otter Cone, south of BelltaBwe stopped in at the N end of Calvert IslaiRdddled
down the wonderland of Fury Island, then to Tabland — a jewel in the coastal islands. Presentiyre
camped at the south end of Burnett Bay. We walketehgth of the beach to discover this terrifibica This
bay is a heart-stopper. Breathtaking beauty. DdrRgchelle, Julia, [?]

Aug 5 The most amazing vista walking up the beadehded up from Port Hardy to Shelter Bay then on to
Burnett Bay. We will be leaving tomorrow — hardeave. Bruce and Marge, Smiths Falls, Ontario

Aug 5 The McKinstry’'s tentacles reach to Burnety.Baur first kayak experience on the west coast. Ou
appetite has been whetted. To all those that folitesmember our natural world at all times and treath
respect. These areas are becoming scarcer with 8renda and Brian, Calgary, Alberta

8-11 Paddling from Port Hardy, we’re camping in theey for a couple of nights and found your bealtifu
cabin. We've seen many whales in the bay for tsé®days. Julie and Brandon

2005
Jan 3 First flight up here this year. Great dayljttle frosty. Also Feb 20 Bill Velie
Feb 20 First flight this year to the beach. Carkbken

March 23 Still returning to this incredible plaa®i 85 on. Storm winds today. Trying out new kayakanks
cabin builder! Doug Simpson (Feathercraft) and CHltiot
PS Put in the mylar windows 2 years ago. Theyastng well.

May 9 Kayak party of 4, landed yesterday at thdtsend of the beach. Graham and Bob traveling from
Horseshoe Bay to Prince Rupert with Chris and Biraaeling from Port McNeill to Bella Bella. It raed a
little last night but not much wind. We pulled dagrats right into the salal last night since thefsamd 15 foot
tide wanted to take them for a ride. Nice littldirahere, next time I'll sleep in here. | wish stiéevel to those
who come through here in future, and sanity to#hwbho come to places like this to escape the hayphcrisy
of the world.

June 30 Landed on the beach with the 140, readlg day, no wind, the smoke from the fire goingigitriaup!
[?], Port Hardy



Sept 8 Camped out for a week at the south end Bealutiful beach and sunny skies (mostly)... [?]

Sept 14 Solo by kayak from Namu to the outsideatvie@ Island. | heard about this cabin from mefrd Kim
— see Aug 14 2000 entry. What a trip! High poingurviving surf on outside of Calvert Island ( cads mack
in the middle), despite losing everything off mgkde have been searching for a replacement watittebever
since. Grizzly cubs (at a distance)! 1 hour padglivith the feeding frenzy of 3 humpback whales] @D-
dolphins, and several hundred sea birds — ever bsearted en route by a pod of dolphins (porpoisesWas
actually afraid at one point that the barnacled tf one of those 3 was going to brush me on thentey, after
a giant leap out of the water after thousands odlfish fleeing for their lives! Cape Caution isnang the
loveliest or areas. Protect it! Love it! Respecttcertain low point is the sheer number of plafhgag
overhead — at least 1-2 per hour, even in the neidd IS eptember.

May the winds take you where you need to be. Qeitljiwack, BC

A great many thanks to the cabin community for epkand vigilance.

Dec 26 A beautiful [?] day visit to the beach! Weatvery windy, big high rollers coming in, justrong,
crashing, a sight to see. Cabin still in pretty dahape. With best to whoever visits the cabir2@f6. Bill
Velie

2006

May 21 Great sunny windy day. Hot. Perfect beadhtiner. Flew up with Loraine her first time up hefidhe
beach is real clean. Bill Velie

June 10 We're three days into a trip from Port Hyatd Bella Bella. There’'s been a little bit of eything so
far — sun, wind, fog. We even capsized close tiviHa Group in Ripple Passage on the crossinghte
mainland, which was a bit of a shock for the faay. This is a fantastic beach, reminiscent of sother
favourites among us including Carmanch and Cow @a¥¢lores Island. Fortunately (perhaps), we seerbeto
the only ones here, which seems like it might p@iedl if we were here a month later. It is verffidillt to
imagine plans and helicopters and gaggles of visit@yht now. We are about to “tuck in”( for Billo token
Brit) to some chocolate and whiskey, now that dinseone. Safe paddling...Neil, Bill, Gord, and Hos

June 10 Great to be out with a good group of freeadd to arrive safe and sound in such a beaytiate.
Reminds me a lot of Cow Bay on Flores Island. hirgpito see so many others on their own (on soneatim
extended) journeys...these June trips of ours amggoi become a ritual that should last through 8Qis,
30s...80s? Always feel at home out here. Great ttNed@nd Martin’s entry. Safe seas to all whodall Gord

June 20 Queen Charlotte Sound flat calm. Crew ofed®Clark needed a walk on Burnett Bay beach. Jed,
Steve, Kim, Elizabeth, Liz, and Jill

June 27 Greetings from Marc and [?]. Using the gamgs amenities for supreme relaxation! Two solo
kayakers on our way from Bella Bella to Port Hana\80 days. 4 days here. Thanks Randy! We tidied up

July 3 I'm a solo kayaker on my way from Prince &tpo Port Hardy via the outside route. Just stieab
across this place. Fantastic! Thanks a million! Jon

July 15 Stayed three days. Saw 2 wolf cubs wiin thether on the beach when | came in — and beacks in
front of the campsite. What a beautiful day — catean, no wind, great sunset. Greetings — fellowdiad
kayak spirits. Denise, Vancouver. PS did you kimFirst Nation name for this beach is “Place toriga on
the Beach?

PS took out a bit of garbage — old cans. Left akiray lighter and some dry kindling. Safe travelenide



Aug 1 I've finally arrived here. After reading Ddvebster’s story from June/May of 2003 | am reminolieolur
trip where | ultimately met my wife. As we losbatth and gained our first child, Don continued confi Bella
Bella to reach Port Hardy.

This trip we arrive as a group of 7 on a guideg with Kingfisher Adventures. [?] and his Dad, EMark,
Joyce, and Elizabeth. We head back to Hardy fromretve started. Paddled from Shelter Bay yesterday.
Calm seas and very un-central coast like. Brusloed, Heft some origami, swept up a little. Scrapeubs.
Chris

Aug 1 Well after having been turned back by wea#imer a lack of time, it is such a gift to have medey
kayak this year. We were blessed with ideal cambtion the way up. Saw some wolf and grizzly tracktbe
beach as well as a grey whale in the bay. Thankfgoauch a wonderfully well kept cabin. In thergpf this
cabin we put our group to work to help in a bitotdaning. Best wishes to those who follow. Jill

Aug 1 So blessed to be on this trip with my sois iSlsuch a beautiful example of creative architesl Also
very good ideas for those of us who dream of legpaismaller footprint. Roger

Aug 2 Traveling by kayak from the beach arouncctiveer of Wilke Point to Port Hardy.

This is my third trip here (1992 and 1998) and gtleng looks as great as ever.

Mostly sunny days with wind. Thanks to everyonéaking such good care of this cabin. Steve, Jastin
Sharon, Owen, Margaret, David, and Cheryl

Aug 3 Ryan and Scott were here. Very neat and clean

Aug 11 Svenja, Jen, Leonard and Jay. Neat plac&eMleing research on grey whales in the area “Ctads
Ecosystems Research Foundation”. We're based ili Skue on Bramham Island about five miles south of
here. We're there from June-mid Sept every yeamaecvisit! Very interesting place here , fantastibin and
great logbooks!

Aug 14 Its amazing being here 4500 miles from hwhen my brother has been sat in exactly the saaceepl
three years ago. See 4/18/03 (Kip). He came baokelto Yorkshire England with great tales of hisryaa
Canada, so that's why I'm here. | am going to sig@him with an exact copy of his picture in thig, the only
difference being | will be sat in it.

A great paddling trip in a 42’ canoe from Bella Beto Port McNeill with some extremely close (sames too
close) whale experiences!

It's great this place isn’t very accessible othegvit would be busy!

| am hoping | cam bring my parents to this placeenttve will be looking for this entry. Mike, Bedale,
Yorkshire, England

Aug 14 Loved being here. Left Bella Bella Aug 4un42 ft Spirit Dancer canoe scheduled for UK
circumnavigation 2008/2009vww.spiritdan cercanoejourney.ca

Visited Codville Lagoon, Sager Lake, Namu, OpehtBBjunden Bay, Burnett bay. Finish at Shelter .Bay
Spirit Dancer traveled the Alaska, BC Coast, Mayist 2004 105 days. Our canoe returns each season f
another great journey. The BC coast, a jewel liathimg else truly spectacular.

Love to all that enjoy these treasures. Barbara;i€;tiMike, Theron, Steve, Liz, Phil, Elle.

A Tuesday in August, 2006 At least | think its 2008ashed ashore here after being lost at searfany
months in a Mongolian lake yurt. This inverted alitent when stiffened with yak bones becomes aniebly
seaworthy craft. For years | have speculated thahlyblian outcast tribesmen fleeing persecution fthm
west escaped with their yurts and yaks to finddioee and peace in Canada (although they named theep
“Yot”). It wasn’t easy and these brave people mheste endured intense storms, wild seas, and Sily [
company. They brought no food, but gourds fillethwieir staple, yogurt. | was determined to prawéhe
world that the Mongolians discovered Canada lonfplbeanyone else. It is a very long but thrillingry and



one that could not have been written had | not lgtdwa 7-iron along which it turns out is just thght club
selection for beating off humpback whales. But $thgo now before the sun goes down as | am dowry tast
tub of Dannon™ yogurt. | feel guilty about the sporship thing, but without yurts, yaks, and yoguntgver
would have found “Yot”. Thor, Mongolia, Colorado

The sound of the waves the connection with life. fohce of it and the source of it.

Places like these on earth allow more easily famanity to connect to the source within. Drop afiughts, all
mindsets, and feel the sand grains beneath our, thesvind in our hair to blow away the old patterthe sun
to enliven and give us energy as it does the world

We will see, feel hear the quieter, most peacdfalld?] within the year. Luan.

Aug 19 Salimos del camp y nos trajeron a Canadasyquedemose en Nimmo Bay.
Today we met this beach it was lots of fun we dléute, we are 7 people and we wrote on the satsddd
things and our names too. Capriles, Daniela

Finally came here with my fiancée, whom I've besging to bring here for so very long. These plaares
pure magic. Love you Tiffy. M, Port Hardy

Aug 20 My hands are so cold | can barely write lnep! Live is amazing! My guy and | leapt off ouabm a
nearby bay and swam ashore. He forgot his sungassét was double the trip for him. Flippin coldea in
August. But man do | feel alive! Hope that if | resee any of you on the street that | will give wdoig smile
and vis versa. Keep shinin’, Toff

Sept 6 Port Hardy to Rivers Inlet. Fog and clearingfternoon, Mod NW pm, small surf. Let the seegk
shining! Al, Marty, Bob, Doug, David, Jerry, and Al

Sept 16 Out for a joyridglrawing of a planepn a sunny Saturday, first time here, passed hyyrimes but
never had time to stop. Awesome. We live in pagadism, Don, Ryan

Sept 25 We are on our way south to Port McNeilnfi®ella Bella , kayaking. We stopped here for luact
stayed 2 nights because the fog rolled in. Howylwek were to be encouraged to explore this bedun&ach!
We made delicious salal berry crumble both nigbtsdesert. Thank you to all of you who have conitigld to
this wonderful cabin and to keeping this inspirjogrnal alive! Sarah, Sarah, and Leah

2007

Jan 13 Just a great day to be up at the beach Milile

Jan 13 Just flew in with my mom and dad and my ki@adrose to take in the sun, sand, and sea. Thesva
are rolling, the air is warm, and the smell of fresedar from the storm that has crashed the logsrsg the
shoreline, fills the air. There is still snow oretlogs but at this point everything seems to kgowd shape.
Nature has a fine way of doing just that. Must gaon to see more of the splender. Tracy

April 29 Just put new tires on the plane, caméthieach to try them out. Beautiful day, no winmhny,
brought friend Simon out, moose sausage overriaéofi dinner! Dean

May 5 Came out from Y2T for a few hours — bed wezatioving in soon. Nice place! Simon and Shelly

May 28-June 6 Back for another round of cabin meniaince, probably the last for a while. Ed and Sut&m
accompanied Gunvor and me, and Ed was a hugemgetting everything done. First we ripped off teest
side of the roof, which was totally rotten (it lkedt22 years). We reinforced the rafters and put@n shakes.
This year we found an exceptionally good cedarmloghe beach that made very good smooth shakeg. The



were so good and easy to make that we also addeiddalayer over the mediocre ones | put on in 2002
also ripped out the shoddy skylight | put in (theuték Doug Simpson and Bill Velie for replacing ¥iggueen
with mylar. The new skylight is made from Lexalygibonate so it should be strong enough that it'ivo
need covering.

Since the shakes were so easy to make, we madela diextras that can be used in case of damadeads.
There aren’'t many small nails left, but probablypegh for small repairs.

| also brought in a new stove, the seventh | tiinR2 years. This one is the flimsiest of all swilt need a
replacement soon. Bill Velie’s idea of a welded woeld be very nice, or a stainless one even ldeAreyhow,
due to a miscalculation in putting up the new naftere had to put the pipe hole closer to the wadhtwe
would have liked. I insulated it with aluminum fiagg, but please keep a small fire and don’t bulasfic trash
— it gets too hot.

In spite of all the attention to construction wil &hund time to appreciate being at a place tlsastill as
magical as ever.

| also finished photographing these journals and tnanscribe many of them to put up on my weh See
washburnemarine.com and click on the link for “Mgr&s” (I'll probably change this but you'll findt.) You
can contact me aandy@washburnemarine.comhere are also chapters about building this atiteocabins,
and trips here and there. More to finish if | ge¢dback that anyone is reading them.

Best regards to all of you and fair winds in yatavels. And thanks for your help in keeping tHace alive.
Randy Washburne

PS The toilet is getting full (not bad for 12 yearsGunvor stirred it with a stick to spread it quthat fun!)
and we poured in fresh water and cedar shavindsjme of improving composting.

June 5 Sitill a city-slicker, | have enjoyed anotiveek at Burnett Bay; sitting on the beach contabmg life
“what may fulfill human needs”, working on my laté&sitting project and reading, some from thedittilbrary
here and | left 2 additional books. I always enjegding the stories of other paddlers and for nmeggiou on
the beach. | am an infrequent traveler in theseansaéind for that reason maybe, enjoy every daysaadch
forget the struggles.

| took notice of the earlier (7/16/06) traveler whoticed the First Nations name for this beach dadced
around the beach fire one evening in honor of albwave traveled here before. Gunvor

June 6 This is the third time | have visited thg.Baach time | come here | appreciate it more amden- | find
new places to explore and new tidepools to visihd my experience very settling. | can shakéhafthoughts
of stress of the city and the everyday work thaigHind it very comforting to know that | can pelhere
under my own power and be very comfortable withsthmple things.

Making Shakes The froe comes out,

The surfis crashing, The cudgel is found.

The saw is cutting through. Froe in place. Bang!
Whoosha, Whoosha! With the cudgel.

The air has a tang of salt and cedar, Prying the first shake off,
The round falls. Small cracks, then Clap!

The shake is off.

Ed

June 6 Two more verses for “Hauling Shit Aroundé¢s3-31-2000):

Now the day is over Cocktail hour draws near and there’s hors’d’ourves
And the paddlings at an end by the pound.

We found the perfect camp site But first we have to go and haul that shit around!

To share with all our friends

What a great place to spend ourchﬁnniversary. We've been here 8 beautiful daysreowd we sit and wait for
the wind to die so we can head back down to PortileSue



Thanks to Tom H and Roger L for recording theseiestt

July 4 We stopped in with the kids for a picriitie new roof and skylight are fantastic! Bruce,r8haSam,
Fiona & Olivia

July 7 --- Day 42 I've taken two luxurious layodays at this wonderful cabin, trying to get readydund
Cape Caution. I'm scared. But if the forecast anthial conditions are OK, tomorrow | will launciim on
day 42 of 120, Seattle-Skagway, so | theoreticalyld hang out at the cabin a lot longer if need bée'll see.
Deb in Goldie

July 31 We are staying at the south end of thelb&acwo nights. Beautiful weather, sun and swélut here
having lunch on our rest day. Returning south tmow. What a wonderful cabin for all who pass With
Respect, Ellery

Part of same group. Unexpected surprise to sele soimfort in the forest. Great cabin! Don't sally more
plots! Denise

July 31 Made it again to this beautifull beach. ISaanagical place. Wolf tracks all over the beatkeather
has been great til now. Thank you to all those vdpaired the cabin this year. Hope to do so nfyiedhe
coming years. Best of luck to those who followc&iely, Joel

(Thanks to Tom H. for transcribing the followingees)

August 3 All in all, I've spent over 10 days hameluding my last visit a few weeks ago, and extepome
eroded footprints in the sand | haven't seen anatbal. The only improvement on this experience

would have been a bottle (or two) of properly @ulivine, or a decent companion. Maybe next tiooarie I'll
bring someone, maybe not, however there definiélype a next time. I'll leave here, but the meie of my
stay will sill remain with me forever.

Goodbye funky cabin. Tom H.

August 7 Wow! | feel like I'm signing my name queze of art. | heard about this cabin nearly tmonths
ago while hiking the Misty Fjords National Monumesduth-east Alaska. Actually the fellow who mdrke
this location, very accurately | might add, on ninat was one of the co-founders of "Klutz" bool&, since
then I've meandered and socialized my way heredaraadian 'Current Designs Andromeda’ sea

kayak | named "Intuition”. This is my second dagak expedition and | plan to reach Olympia in atbihree
weeks (depending on the party atmosphere in plaeis#!). Last summer | made record time

living spiritually and efficiently kayaking from &jway to Ketchikan. This year | bleached my hdiitey
shave regularly, smoke weed nearly every day, doitskof beer with the natives and have casualgtix
stellar babes. | also did not pack a tent, thouplave not had to properly camp since the top cdr@wille
Channel. Communities, cruisers and cabins have hé&ly spaced to accompany me for the rest. Ydda
paddled past Cape Caution --- the scariest path@f adventure. The day was nice and | couldgbsiut
touch the coast of the cape! Being cocky, | thouglould tie my kayak off to my paddle (jammetherocks)
in a nearby small alcove, and rock climb and leaghte light and find a rock or something to kee@mas
artifact of proof that things aren't always as sgas old bully men lecture and warn you aboutounid an
eagle's feather at the base of the light. The omtis were those used in the concrete foundatidimbed to
the light and took photos. | raced back to my kayahalf expecting to see it out to sea on my heagk, but it
was still there! Only upside down --- | nimbly ghed down the final cliff face, chuckling as lalo
misfortunate events. The tide had come furthénarswell was rougher than when | left. With tri@ylb
flipped upright my fully loaded kayak and saw tféiiost my GPS! | searched through the surf bas \getting
battered --- | rescued my bear spray floating diést a rodeo cowboy, mounted my aquarium hatcls tag,
and back-paddled to safety. Till my arm died Igad with my paddle pump. Still half-full, | padsatk into
the surf to get my water bottle. | considered d attempt at rescuing my GPS, but | thought it pradably



busted now anyways.

Luckily, | spotted the cabin's benches from theswalk wouldn't have checked it out if | hadn'téde a crap!
This is the coolest little cabin I've seen. The isushining so I'm gonna go play some kelp-bdifl go
Check out website zensters! web.mac.com/worlddioriu

Love You All' Tris(??? illegible)

August 9 Six of us camping/kayaking at the southoériBurnett Bay. Paddled and hiked around for apte
days and are having a good old time. Two daysaleftwe are going to enjoy them. Mother Nature theen
kind to us and | hope she stays that way. Bestgbthat follow.

Tony, Bill, Doug, Chris, Norm, Al aka "Odd Squad"

August 17 & 18 Enjoyed this location, one of thetfiest on the coast. Much appreciated this ?1#rca70
&71 year old kayakers. We did a wet launch fromM@ries near Codvill Lagoon, going to Port Hardy.
Liz and Phil Grannieb@telus.n}t

August 25 Three slept in cabin, soggy in the r&m our way to Bella Bella from Port Hardy. | todlgital
shots of log and entries. Great beach walk yesierd

August 25 Bella Bella to Port Hardy --- a wondettfyp. Stretched my leg on a beautifull walk, kethn the
river at the far end. Good food, good friends. &nglace! Sheila, Bowen Island, BC

August 28 Seiner 'C. Freeman' Second visit hetmught I'd see if shack was still here, was hedey@ars
ago. Going to walk the beach. See Ya. Jeffrey

August 28 What a spot. Weathered out some galdsvaind enjoyed the hut. Will come back. All tag wom
Australia. Russel

August 28 Storm bound but having fun. Gill & Mikéu#linott, Aberdeenshire, Scotland (Kingfishepjri
August 28 Not the first time & definitely not fast. Not all who wander are lost. Don

August 28 First time here. Absolutely amazing.péltw be back soon. Kerry

September 20 What a wonderfull and mysteriousepldtere from the beaches of NC! We are so foreitat
come here by helicopter from Nimmo Bay --- thaonksevin. What an adventure! Black bears, grizzlie
eagles and seals on the way here --- on the waly Wao knows! Looking forward to the rest of our

adventure. And we all lived happily ever afterrl@aTommy, Edward & sons Lee, Stewart GreenWlIE,
Kinston, NC

2008

January 20 My first trip to the cabin this year]lsh good shape, just a great day. Lots of newtam the
beach. Bennie my dog sure loves it! Happy New!'BithV. CGASC

April 28 Bill V and | flew in to explore on a greatest coast evening. Wind calm, slightly overbasthe sun
still casts a warm glow on the beach. Only probieas we didn't bring a cameraman!
John Lovelace (host of aviation TV show, "Wingsr@anada'")

May 16 Matt Edwards, Ryan Adams, sea kayaking Haktlgynes. Just visited, didn't stay. Rad placé& R
NZ & Australia



July 19 What a beautiful scenic ride down the beia@a Nimmo Bay chopper. Moore Cary NC

July 19 Though my soul may set in darkness.
It shall rise in the light

| have loved the stars too dearly

to be fearfull of the night.

Barbara B.R.

NC

July 23 Sweet spot! Tanner-Rainville-VT
(Thanks to Phil and Apryle for photograp hing thiofeing entries)

Aug 1 Didn’t notice the last time | was here butwethere sure are a lot of mice! Most of the ttivey are
quite discrete, but then, as if on cue, at some tong after sunset, its all of a sudden “Mouse phaplour!”,
and if you turn the light on they're all over — lmges, small ones, all scurrying around. Then testof
activity winds down again. Strange. Not the plaxzeahybody with a rodent phobia. Goodbye, cabithia
woods, til next year... Tom

Aug 4 Marie and Tom here for the night en rout€dot Hardy. Started Experiment Point on 7/27. Sweet
cabin!

Sept 9 Rob and Jen stayed in the cabin for 2 nighdsare being picked up by Stardust. Flipped kajcskt
paddles, Jen burned hand, Rob spilled beer, blkayaked, surfed and bathed in the river.

Sept 21 Bren and Bernie and | just flew in fromtRdcNeill. The beach is just as great as it alwsygeally
warm about 15 knot wind, just enough to keep tlee #way. Its great to see the cabin still in gsbdpe and
getting some use. We've had a good walk on thehb éats of birds for Bernie to chase. Bill and BilanVv

2009

April 15 Heading for Skagway Alaska from Saltspiisignd, left April 2 and have ben hung up her in
southeasterly storms for a day and a half. Wondgiace to be stuck! Hope to leave on a shop winbdosak
early tomorrow morning (April 17). Would like todpegetting this wind on our backs as we’ve got s&é
rigs on our kayaks. Great to see the cabin in gymbd shape. Jack and Brian

May 19 Just a great, hot and sunny day and justigh@f a breeze to keep the flies away. Bennid aiad a
good walk on the beach, saw 1 wolf at the far &ahin still in good shape. Who ever uses it shoetidember

to close the sun roof to protect the glass frofdnfpbranches etc. It's a great day for flying awdlking on the
beach with man’s best friend. Bill V and “Benny”

June 17 Just a quick break on a foggy morning éotlsie beautiful cabin. Left 5 days ago from Poatrély in
our tandem folding kayak enroute to Ketchikan. iHg\wa lovely time. Grizzly and wolf tracks by stredihank
you to those who make this place possible. Peatiavid, Cascabel, Arizona

June 24 We've paddled here from Gig Harbor, WA dherast 53 days. We've fought contrary currents,
howling headwinds, aching joints, and a deep nifour relationship, but we’'ve made it to BurnetyBand
have spent a day resting, refueling, and enjoyimng ¢ozy little cabin. Tomorrow we will round Capaution,
wind and swell permitting, and continue toward AlasWe haven’t been moving quickly, but for a pair
Pennsylvania flatlanders who call themselves Calorelimbers, | am pretty proud to be here safe stmdng.



The cabin is in good shape. Haven't seen the ditydigver but will take a closer look before leavifige stove
has rusted through in a few spots but still burnsdnd draws well. We really could ask for a moeefgct spot

for a rest day...l almost hope the weather pins ue fug a few days. Thank you Randy and everyowevets
has contributed to this safe haven. May the wintbbgur backs! Phil and Apryle

June 25 Quick note, spent an extra day waitingaforeak in the weather before paddling around Cape
Caution. On disassembly the stove chimney pipeettasing, the section attached to the stove caoselo
There appears to be some extra stovepipe and tieruhe cabin, though repairing the stove may bgind my

skill and equipment. If we stay another day I'késa closer look, otherwise, my apologies! Thardesra..this
place is magical. Phil and Apryle



